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Note by the Secretary

The General Manager has requested that the attached

letter from the Administrator, Federal Civil Defense Observer,

be circulated for the information of the Commission.

W. B. McCOOL

Secretary
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CoPy No. ~~ of 23 Series AEC-A

National Headquarters
FEDERAL CIVIL DEFENSE ADMINISTRATION

Battle Creek, Michigan

October 18, 1955

Honorable Lewis Strauss
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission
Washington ’25,D. C.

Dear Admiral Strauss:

Recently members of the AEC and FCDA staffs have dis-
cussed possible participation for this agency in Redwln&. It
is clear from these discussions that certain events will be of
the greatest importance In our futiu?eplanning. This letter is
to present the FCDA request for a program that will, we believe,
satisfy our participation requirements.

1. In order to maintain continuity of information
within our staff on the over-all fields of weapons and
effects testing, we propose that a single qualified in-
dividual be assigned by this agency to participate in
the entire series. This participation would consist
primarily of liaison and observation.

Since this FCDA officer would have no time-consuming
duties, we suggest that he be made available to an
appropriate group of the Task Force as a staff member
to be assigned duties-as required. For example, the
person we have in mind, Mr. W. W. Schroebel, is a
competent operations officer who developed a close
working relationship with the Test Director’s Operations
Group during TEAPOT, and we believe his services might
be of value to the Operations Officer of Group 7.1.
Under this arrangement, Mr. Schroebel would be assigned
to the group Operations Officer and would be responsible
to and work under the direction of the Operations
Officer. His civil defense function would be simply to
observe, whfle concurrently performing any assiwed
duties. His reports on matters of civil defense interest
would be with the advice and concurrence of hls superiors.
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2. Since effects tests and measurements of interest
are entirely contained In AFSWP projects, we propose to
work directly with .’FSWP on matters of common interest,
keeping the Commission informed of our activities through
our normal channels. We do not contemplate proposing any
separate projects. However, we may develop an arrangement
for financial support oi’some JIFSt!Pprojects in the fallout
field, and it is possible we may request participation in
certain projects by qualified technical observers.

3. We also propose that FCDA be permitted to desig-
nate cleared observers for some of the more important
individual shots. We feel that such observation is
essential for proper indoctrination of a few key civil
defense personnel.

If you will be good enough to let me know your views, we
will immediately begin staff liaison to complete arrangements.
Your consideration is respectfully requested.

Sincerely,

Val Peterson

/s/


