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OBSERVER PARTICIPATIONIN OPERATIONREDWING

Note by the Secretary

The GrneralManager has requested that the attached

exchange of’correspondencewith the Chairman,MLC, be

circulatedfor the informationof the Commission.

W. B. McCOOL

Secretary
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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

October 31, 1955

Dear General Loper:

This is to acknowledgeYour letter of September30, 195.5)
concerninga Congressionalrequest for observerparticipation
at the next atomic test. Your interimreply to CongressmanGray
is noted. Inasmuchas OperationREDWING has not as yet been
approved by the Presidentand no public announcementof the
Cperationhas been made, it Is not advisableat this time to
take final action on this request.

On the basis of the action taken on similar requests of this
nature during past operations,there is little likelihoodof a
favorablereply. The criticalnature of the availabilityof
space within the Pacific Proving Grounds and the limited
facilitiesfor housing make it difficult to accommodateeven
properly cleared pergonnel. However, informationalong these
lines cannot be given to CongressmanGray at the present time.

I will be happy to discuss with you the views of the Depart-
ment of Defense on a general observerpolicy for Operation
REDWING.

STncerely yours,

/s/

Lewis L. Strauss
ChaIrman

Honorable Herbert B. Loper
Chairman,Military Liaison Committee
to the Atomic Energy Commission
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C,

September 30,

Dear Mr. Strauss:

I am forwardingherewitha coPy of a Congressionalrec
for observerparticipationat the next atomic test and a c
my Interim reply. This is the first of such requestsrece
by this office since OperationTEAPOT.

I suggest that you may wish to take final action on th
specificrequest and others of the same nature. As in the
the Department of Defense will take the appropriateaction
requests from the Committeeson Armed Services.

As a partial basis for the establishmentof a general
policy, I have requested the views of the Joint Chiefs of S
on the attendance of foreign observers. Upon receipt of t
re~l~ I will be PreQareclto discuss with the Commissionpe
ne;t”jolnt policies-concerning observers at the

Sincerelyyours,

/s/

Herbert B. Loper
Assistant to the

next atoti

Sec?etar~
of Defense (AtomicEnerg~)

Honorable Lewis L, Strauss

Chairman, U. S, Atomic Energy Commission

*SecretariatNote: On file In DMA


