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DEPARTMENTOF STATE

May 2, 1955

Dear Mr. Chairman:

In your letter to Secretary Dunes of December 2, 1954?
you provided the Departmentwith the latest informationavailable
at that time on the fulfillmentof United States Government com-
mitments to the Marshall Islandersadversely affected by nuclear
weapone tests in the Pacific, This informationwill be utilized
by the United States Delegationto the Sixteenth Session of the
Trusteeship Council which convenes in New York early in June
1955.

At that se~sion of the Council the annual examinationof
United States administrationof the Trust Territory of the Pact-
fic Islands will again be on the agenda, beginning about June 15.
As you are aware, members of the Council will no doubt again ex-
press concern for the welfare of the affected Marsha12ese;and
it is in the interest of the United States position in the Coun-
cil, as well as our general position in the United Nations and
in the eyes of world public opinion, to be able to give a full
and satisfactoryreport on this subject. To aid the Department
of State in its preparationsfor handling this Item, it would be
appreciated if the Atomic Energy Commission could review the in-
formation transmitted last December and advise whether any addi-
tional data are available.

With regard to the arrangementsbeing made for the use and
occupancy of Bikini and Eniwetok, and the subsequentcompensation
to the former inhabitants,the Department is in touch with the
Departmentsof the Interior and the Navy. With regard to the
dispositionof any claims for damages made by inhabitantsof
Rongelap and Uterik as a result of the March 1, 1954, exPlosion,
the Department is in communicationwith the Department of Defense.
On certain other aspects of this problem,however, the Atomic
Energy Commission is in the best position to aid in the collec-
tion of informationfor the forthcomingCouncil session.
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In a recent conversationbetweenAssistant Secretary of
.. the Interior Orme Lewis and the United States Representativeson

the TrusteeshipCouncil, Mr, Mason Sears, it was revealed that
an apparent weakness In our case Is that the total amount of
claims submitted thus far by the Marshallesefor damages result-
ing from the March 1, 1954, test is only $6,000. This ss@ll
figure does not give a true picture of what has been done to
compensatethese people, i.e., costs of hospitalization,housing,
replacement of livestockand crops, etc. It would be helpful
If we could have an estimate of the expendituresmade for these
purposes directlyby the Atomic Energy Commission. This amount
would then be added to those amounts spent by the Department
of the Navy and the Administrationof the Trust Territory to
give an over-all figure for the effort made by the United States
Government to make good the losses of these people.

The Commission,as noted in your letter of December 2,
made arrangementsfor periodic radiologicaland medical survey8
of the areas and persons affected by the March 1 explosion.
It Ie understood that a medical team has recently returned from
Ma~ure, where it examtned the people of Rongelap temporarily
living there, Informationgathered and conclusionsreached as
a result of these surveys will be very useful to the Delegation
at the Council.

Two other projects described in your letter would be of
considerableinterest to members of the Council. The latest
progress reports on the constructionof family dwellingunits on
Jaluit and of a communicationsystem between Kill and Jaluit, as
well as the agriculturalprogram to increase food productionfor
the people on Majuro and Kill and the Marshall Islands In general,
could be effectivelyutilized in connectionwith the presenta-
tion of the latest report on the Trust Territory. The former
program should obviate further criticism in the Council of the
treatment received by the Bikinians, who have been quite dis-
satisfied,with some justification,since they left their home
Island,

In view of the approachingdate set by the Council for the
examinationof the United States administrationof the Trust Terrl.-
tory, it would be appreciatedIf you could provide the Department
any additional informationavailable on these matters at an
early date, .

Sincerely yours,

/s/

David McK, Key
AssistantSecretary
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