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TEN STATES RECEIVE ERDA GRANTS TO ESTABLISH 
ENERGY EXTENSION SERVICES

Ten sta te s  have been chosen to  se t  up experimental programs to  

provide c it iz e n s  with information on a wide range o f energy-related  

to p ic s . Grants to ta l l in g  approximately $11 m illio n  (or about $1 .1  m illion  

each) have been awarded by the Energy Research and Development Administra

t io n  (ERDA) to  e s ta b lish  "Energy Extension Services" in  the s ta te s  of 

Alabama, Connecticut, Michigan, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, 

Washington, W isconsin, and Wyoming.

These grants are the f i r s t  to  be awarded by ERDA under the National 

Energy Extension Service Act o f 1977 (P.L . 95-39 T it le  V). The ten  s ta te s  

were se lected  on a com petitive b asis from among proposals that were submitted 

to  ERDA from U9 s ta te s  and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

The purpose o f the Energy Extension Service (EES) i s  to  disseminate 

information and advice to  ind iv iduals and businesses, encouraging them to  

adopt energy conservation measures and, wherever p o ss ib le , to  use enervy 

from renewable sources. This w i l l  be accomplished through the s ta te - le v e l  

organizations which are supported by Federal grants and sta te  contributions.

The sta te  EES's w i l l  o ffe r  information and personalized assistan ce  in  

response to  energy-related requests from individual c it iz e n s ,  and in s t itu t io n s  

such as small busin esses, sch ools, h o sp ita ls  and government agen cies. The 

program concept i s  rooted in  the Cooperative A gricultural Extension Service, 

a lso  operated by the s ta te s , which dissem inates p ra c tic a l information on
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agriculture and home economics.

Under th e ERDA grant, s ta te  EES o f f ic e s  w i l l  have considerable 

la titu d e  in  se le c tio n  of audiences that w i l l  be e sp e c ia lly  encouraged 

to  use the information service ( e . g . ,  farmers, homemakers, commercial 

establishm ents, e t c . ) . By the same token, recommended so lu tion s to  sp e c if ic  

energy problems may vary from one sta te  EES o f f ic e  to  another,- depending 

upon lo c a l economics, clim ate and a v a ila b il ity  o f energy sources. S tates  

that were se lected  to receive grants had devised programs that were 

e sp e c ia lly  w e ll su ited  to  the lo c a l circumstances, and to  the needs of  

c it iz e n s  of those s ta te s .

The 10-sta te  program i s  regarded by ERDA as a p i lo t  e f fo r t , which 

w il l  be conducted fo r  two years in  order to  gain experience which w il l  

help in  designing a nationwide EES. Under the National Energy Extension  

Service Act, ERDA i s  required to  develop, gu idelines fo r  a nationwide 

program that would be open to  a l l  s ta te s  and te r r ito r ie s .

A ll o f the proposers that did not receive p ilo t  program grants 

w il l  be e l ig ib le  fo r  a smaller $3E>,000 grant from ERDA to  monitor the  

p ilo t  p ro jects , and to  plan fo r  p ossib le  la te r  p artic ip a tion  in  an 

expanded nationwide Energy Extension Service.
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ATTACHMENT I

STATE RANK STATE

Alabama C l  OjJ

Alaska 41

Arizona 17

Arkansas 33

C alifornia 35

Colorado 20

Connecticut o
Delaware 38

Florida 24

Georgia 28

Hawaii 18

Idaho 49

I l l in o is 16

Indiana 39

Iowa 30

Kansas 13

Kentucky 27

Louisiana 19

Maine 40

Maryland 45

Massachusetts 42

Michigan (D
Minnesota 22

M ississip p i 32

Missouri 36

Montana 44

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New Jersey  

New Mexico 

New York ’ 

North Carolina 

North Dakota 

eOhio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Puerto Rico

Rhode Island

South Carolina

South Dakota

Tennessee

Texas

Utah

Vermont

V irginia

Washington

West V irginia

Wisconsin

Wyoming


