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March 14, 1968
r

ATOMIC‘ENERGY COMMISSION
TREATMENT OF GREENLAND BAY DATA

Note by the Secretary '3' ^1 '^a—

The General Manager has requested that the attached 
memorandum of March 13> 1968 from the Director of Classification, 
with attachments, be circulated for the information of the 
Commission.

F. T. Hobbs
Acting Secretary

DISTRIBUTION COPY NO. DISTRIBUTION COPY NO
Secretary 1,27-32 Asst. GM for Operations 14
Chairman Seaborg 2,33 Asst. GM for R&D 15
Commissioner Ramey 3 General Counsel 16
Commissioner Tape 4 Biology and Medicine 1ZCommissioner Johnson 5 Classification IB
Commissioner 6 Congr. Relations 19-20
General Manager 7-8 Controller 21
Deputy Gen. Mgr. 9 Inspection 22
Asst. Gen. Mgr. 10 Military Application 23
Exec. Asst, to GM 11 Operational Safety 24
Asst. GM for Admn. 12 Public Information 25Asst. GM for MA 13 Security 26

US DOE ARCHIVES
826 U.S. ATOMIC ENERGY 

COMMISSION

'nlWtion froS

ox

Thvlf

54.
of its CLAss.’^cvrrv

ed WITH Dti.vnc*:i!
BY AUTHORTTY OT- OC£?

MVIIWtD BY
“ ^ c&ui^ %/2 &

l^-2-O

5C

AEG-907/29



tmcKU. ro*tt m. w itAt \m B&rneN 
^MA rFMH (« CFH) ltMl4
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : R. E. Hollingsworth, General Manager 

(THRU) John V. Vinciguerra, AGMA
VFROM : C. L- Marshall, DirectoirH,*^^1^1^

Division of Classification''

subject: MANNER OF TREATMENT OF THE GREENLAND BAY DATA

date: March 13, 1968 * r

Attached, for the Commission's information, is a copy of a letter 
prepared and transmitted to Dr. Walske following Commission action 
on Monday, March 11. Also attached is a copy of a letter from 
Dr. Walske describing the manner in which the Department of Defense 
proposes to handle the information concerned.

In a telephone conversation late Tuesday afternoon, March 12,
Dr. Walske stated that the only reports or documents which he ex
pected to be written on the subject were the following:

1. He indicated that General Hunziker would probably 
prepare a report to the Air Staff, but he said that 
this'report would be accompanied by his (Walske’s) 
instructions concerning its confidential handling.

2. Dr. Walske said that he might inform the Military 
Liaison Committee of the "exchange".

3. A report is being prepared by Dr. Wright Langham for 
use (orally) at a meeting with the Danes on Monday,
March 18, and may, when completed, be furnished to 
Dr. Bradbury by Dr. Langham. He said, however, that 
Dr. Langham is aware of the confidential treatment 
to be afforded the information involved.

4. A briefing for the Joint Committee is being planned 
by John Conway for March 20. It is to be an Execu
tive Session. Dr. Walske stated that in answer to
his question as to whether Conway felt any compul- pOE ARCHIVto 
sion to publish, John answered no. Walske said that 
he advised Conway that they wanted minimum publicity 
on this incident.

Dr. Walske went on to say that there would probably be questions 
about the accident, but that the DOD planned to meet these by re
plying that this is not available for public release. _

Enclosures: 
as above
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Honorable Carl Walske 
Assistant to the Secretary 
(Atomic Energy)

Department of Defense

Dear Carl:

In accordance with your request, the Commission has agreed 
that the following information may be provided to represents- 
tives of the Danish Governments *££££)

. a. The that plutonium
were involved in the Greenland accident; and

b. Our best estimate of the amount of plutonium we 
have removed from the site of the accident.

In considering your request, the Commission Explored other 
possible avenues of providing the Information to the Danish 
Government and concluded that the only course available was 
to make the statutory determination declassifying it. Your 
request for the release of the information has been accepted' 
as DOD concurrence in the declassification. The Conanission 
action was taken, however, on the basis that the information 
will be provided to representatives of the Danish Government 
as "privileged information", and that such representatives 
would be asked to carefully control its dissemination. More
over, it is the Commission's understanding that these items 
of information will be handled as "administratively confiden
tial" within the United States and that dissemination will be 
severely limited.

DOE ARCHIVES
Sincerely yours,

s*



OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. >0101

1 2 MAR 1968

Mr. C, L. Marshall 
Director of Classification 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D, C, 20545

Dear Charlie:

This is further to our conversation this morning, regarding .the communi
cation of certain information to Danish officials and scientists in'connection 
with the B-52 crash at Thule Air Base. This information, I understand, 
consists of; (a) estimates of the amount of plutonium removed by the United 
States from the site of the crash; and (b) the total kilograms of plutonium 
contained in the four weapons]

On the U.S. side, we in the DoD agree that all such information should, 
though declassified, be treated as administratively confidential. 1 shall see 
that the necessary instructions are promulgated within DoD,

With respect to our communications with the Danish, 1 understand that. Com
missioner Tape and I shall join in asking the Danish officials and scientists 
who receive this information to cooperate by treating it as privileged infor
mation. We shall ask that they limit the communication of this information 
to officials and scientists in their country with a "need-to-know". T would 
predict that they will be very cooperative in this matter, but with the best 
of intentions on their part I could hardly guarantee that this type of control 
will be totally effective.

Sincerely,

C'lJ

Carl Walske • DOE ARCHIVES
Assistant to the Secretary 1:0

^ _ of Defense (Atomic Energy)



12 MAR 1968

Mr. C. L. Marshall 
Director of Classification 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D. C, 20545

Dear Charlie:

This is further to our conversation this morning, regarding .the communi
cation of certain information to Danish officials and scientists in -connection 
with the B-52 crash at Thule Air Base. This information, I understand, 
consists of: (a) estimates of the amount of plutonium removed by the United 
States from the site of the crash; and (b) the total kilograms of plutonium 
contained in the four weaponsj

On the U.S. side, we in the DoD agree that all such information should, 
though declassified, be treated as administratively confidential. 1 shall see 
that the necessary instructions are promulgated within DoD.

With respect to our communications with the Danish, 1 understand that Com
missioner Tape and I shall join in asking the Danish officials and scientists 
who receive this information to cooperate by treating it as privileged infor
mation. We shall ask that they limit the communication of this information 
to officials and scientists in their country with a "need-to-know". T would 
predict that they will be very cooperative in this matter, but with the best 
of intentions on their part 1 could hardly guarantee that this type of control 
will be totally effective.
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