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The search continues: An Eskimo dog team at the B-52 crash site

MISSING: FOUR H-BOMBS
It was just Jimtlioi uiulini' ilii'lit Tak

ing off from die U.S. Ah I'miv bin- at 
i'kittshiirgh, NY, one inopniig
la^l week, C:ipt. Tolni M llanu jn'lntnl 
his massive B-52 jet plane northeast
ward toward the Aictic Circle. At 3:30 
p.m., with his plane cruising high ubo\c 
Baffin Bay, Hang reported trouble: 
“Drop Kick, this is Deck Two,” he ra
dioed to the Strategic Air Command 
headquarters outside Omaha. “We have 
a strong smell of smoke in the cockpit. 
We are investigating. Will advise.”

From their concrete-and-steel control 
center 45 feet beneath the eastern 
Nebraska prairie, SAC officers radioed 
back advising Haug to head for Thule, 
the U.S. air base on the northwestern 
coast- of Danish-governed Greenland. 
Minutes later, however, Haug replied 
that a fire was raging uncontrolled in the 
navigator's compartment, and that he 
and his crew were going to bail out. 
Then he signed off. Moments later, as 
seven parachutes billowed in the arctic 
sky, the eight-engine plane nosed over, 

I plummeted straight down ancPcrashed 
wiflPa mighty roar into the ice-sealed 
surface of North Star Bay, some 7 miles 
southwest of Thule. (Within hours, six 
of the crewmen were rescued; the 
seventh man, co-pilot Leonard Svitenko, 
was found dead, strapped into his para
chute in the snow.)

Specter: Despite the loss of life, it 
would have added up to a fairly com
monplace air accident. Except for one 
thing: Haug’s plane had been carrying 
four hydrogen bombs whose potential 
explosive force equaled more than 4 mil
lion tons of TNT. Inevitably, the crash 
set off a political chain reaction around 
the world, and once again raised the 
specter of an accidental nuclear disaster.

The Danes, who consider Greenland 
an integral part of their country, were 
quick to react. According to a 1951 
agreement, the U.S. was granted the
February 5,1968

right to use Thule as an air base, but 
in subsequent'agreements flights by nu
clear-armed aircraft over Danish terri
tory were forbidden. Now, with the crash 
at North Star Bay, dormant suspicions 
among the Danes that the U.S. was, in
deed, violating the agreements were re
vived. And though Washington insisted 
that these suspicions were groundless, 
Denmark’s Premier-designate, Hilmar 
Baunsgaard (following story) evidently 
had his doubts. “We want a discussion 
with Washington on the Thule base,” he 
told Newsweek s Kenneth Huszar.

Hazard: Nor did the Danes, possibly 
for reasons of domestic politics, seem anx
ious to take Washington’s word for the 
degree of hazard involved in the crash. 
With SAC’s elaborate system of safety 
measures, few scientists believed there 
was any danger of such an accident’s set
ting off a nuclear explosion (page 72). 
The most worrisome problem was toxic 
radiation from plutonium leaking out of 
shattered bomb casings. And indeed, 
a team of U.S. technicians, flown hur
riedly to Thule last week, found traces of 
radiation in the 500-yard-long scar of oil 
and debris that marked the course of the 
ill-fated plane as it skittered across the 
ice and exploded. Yet even though U.S. 
scientists called the radiation “negligi
ble,” Copenhagen rushed its own investi
gating team to the scene to assess the 
danger. Taking no chances, the Danish 
Government also advised the local Eski
mos not to kill and eat any seal or walrus 
because of the danger of contamination.

It may well turn out, just as the U.S. 
insists, that the dangers from radiation at 
North Star Bay are minimal. But like a 
similar incident two years ago at Palo- 
mares—the Spanish village that witnessed 
the crash of a B-52 and the subsequent 
80-day search for one of its missing H- 
bombs—the damaging fears and anti- 
American rumors are bound to persist. 
And with all the attendant political, psy
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chological and radiological fallout, there 
are some who. doubt that the H-bomb 
patrols are really worth the risks.

One such doubter is departing Secre
tary of Defense Robert S. McNamara. 
Pointing out that the U.S. now has some 
1,700 nuclear-tipped missiles on launch
ing pads, in silos, or in submarines at sea, 
McNamara has told Congress on several 
occasions that he questions the wisdom or 
effectiveness of the constant airborne 
alerts. The Air Force and the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, however, have argued—success
fully—that the nuclear bombers are still a 
necessary part of the U.S. “multiple 
weapons system.” Should the Soviet Un
ion or any other potential nuclear enemy 
succeed in destroying most of the U.S.’s 
missiles in a surprise attack, they con
tend, the U.S. bombers would still be 
aloft, ready to respond with a massive 
retaliatory blow.

Dog Sleds: To the American and Dan
ish investigators flying into Thule last 
week, however, all these questions were 
overshadowed by the main job at hand— 
to find the bombs, or what was left of 
them. And perhaps never had a search 
been conducted under more difficult cir
cumstances. At this time of year, a deep 
blue twilight hangs over northern Green
land for only a few hours each day; the 
rest of the time the area is in total dark
ness. With swirling snows and raging 
arctic storms hampering the use of more 
modem means of tianspoilation, se.mh 
.I all's Jennid oul o\or ihe Mims him n 1 
i i mi 1 skimo dog sleds

Eaily leports bad it that the anuaft 
might have burned through the ice and 
carried the bombs with it down to the 
bottom of the bay. But late in the week, 
as the searchers padded through the 
snow picking up debris in the darkness, 
no solid evidence was found that the
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B-52 or its bombs had pierced the polar 
crust. Chunks of the B-52 and parts of 
all four bombs were found on or near the 
icy surface by an Air Force search team, 
indicating that the recovery of all four 
bombs was practicable. Said Maj. Gen. 
Richard O. 'Hunziker, the leader of the 
U.S. recovery team: “I’ve got to find that' 
stuff. I don’t know how or where. But I 
will find it and I will remain here until 
roses bloom in Omaha or even longer.”

DENMARK:
Krag’s Downfall .

For fourteen years, Denmark’s Social 
Democrats ruled the roost in Copen
hagen. Though they never actually won 
a clear-cut majority in the Danish Parha- 
ment (the Folketing), the pragmatic So
cial Democrats managed to govern the 
country through a series of shifting coali
tions and working agreements, first with 
the parties on the right and, more re
cently, with those on the left. The ac
knowledged master of all this parliamen
tary legerdemain—and Premier since 
1962—Was the Social Democrats’ suavely

Hilmar Baunsgaard: NATO nemesis?

staunch opponent of Denmark’s member
ship in NATO, Remarked one Scandi
navian diplomat: “The B-52 incident 
could become a symbol for those forces 
in Denmark who want to withdraw from 
all but bilateral military agreements.”

handsome leader, Jens Otto Krag.
Last week, Krag and his party said 

good-by to all that. In a record turnout, 
some 90 per cent of the Danish electorate 
flocked to the polls, and when the ballots 
were counted the Social Democrats and 
their leftist allies found that they had 
been roundly trounced. With the opposi
tion “bourgeois parties” winning more 
than 55 per cent of the vote and in con
trol of 98 of the Folketing’s 179 seats, 
Krag promptly turned in his resignation 
to King Frederick IX.

The chief cause of Krag’s downfall, 
everyone seemed to agree, was the run
away cost of Denmark’s welfare state. 
Last fall, the Premier followed Britain’s 
example and devalued the Danish kroner 
by 7.9 per cent, then followed that up by 
trying to enact a belt-tightening wage 
freeze. In the subsequent uproar against 
these unpopular measures, Krag lost a 
vote of confidence and was forced to call 
the election, “if the British had not de
valued the pound,” commented Krag un
happily, “things would have been quiet 
around here.”

Crash: As the campaign reached its 
final hours, Krag received word from 
Washington that a B-52 had crashed off 
Greenland and lost all four of its hydro
gen bombs in the snows of that Danish 
island (page 33). For eighteen hours, 
Krag kept the news from the Danish 
public, finally releasing the story to the 
press just hours before the polls opened. 
Thus, despite some last-minute anti- 
U.S. demonstrations, most Danes believe 
that the incident had little effect on 
the election’s outcome.

But the political fallout from the crash 
will undoubtedly be felt in Denmark for 
a long time to come. For the man who 
appeared most likely to head a new gov
ernment was Hilmar Baunsgaard, the 
leader of the Radical Liberals and a

GREENLAND:
Missing Pieces

Two years ago when a hydrogen bomb 
.from a stricken B-52 sank into the Med
iterranean near the little Spanish village 
of Falomares, 33 U.S. Navy vessels and 
3,000 men were pressed into the search 
for the missing weapon. And though it 
took 80 days, the massive search force 
eventually recovered the bomb intact. 
Last week, however, on the frozen crust 
of Greenland’s Baffin Bay, another U.S. 
search team learned that it was to have 
no such luck. Sifting through the scat
tered remains of a B-52 that crashed near 
the U.S. Air Force base at Thule two 
weeks ago, the Americans found clearly 
labeled fragments of each of the four 
H-bombs the plane had been carrying.

What this seemed to indicate was 
that the warheads of the four bombs 
had been blown to bits by their TNT 
detonators when the crippled bomber 
slammed into the ice. And while the 
atomic payloads had not exploded, de
tection devices chattered a warning that 
some of the plutonium in the bombs had 
leaked out. As yet the radiation was not 
at a dangerous level, but the hunt was 
nonetheless stepped up.

By the end of last week a vast amount 
of scrap from the lost plane, including a 
radioactive revolver, had been recov
ered. But most of the missing bomb 
fragments were still unaccounted for— 
which left the Americans no choice but 
to continue their grim search. For if the 
missing pieces have not been found by 
June, when the ice melts, the difficult 
search may have to be extended to the 
frigid depths of Baffin Bay.
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