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The airborne h-bomB alerts 
REQUIRE RESTUDY

UNEASy lies the head troubied by thoughts 
of H-bombs airborne. Such thoughts have 

been harder to put aside since January 22, when 
a U. S. bomber crashed near Thule. Greenland. | 
with four one-megaton bombs on hoard. But im- ! 
mediate worry on this score may be pointless, if [ 
a report attributed to “informed sources” at the ] 
Pentagon is correct. According to this claim, ' 
Robert S. McNamara, who has since left the sec
retary of defense post, ordered nuclear weapons 

.taken off the B-52 flights a day or two after the 
mishap in Greenland.

Officially the Defense department has declined 
to comment on the report, saying that the status 
of alert forces could not be publicly discussed. 
Moscow would like to have such information and. 
in this instance, a security clamp is justified.

Even so, we would hope that the policy of air
borne nuclear alerts is being re-examined in the 
light of the embarrassing incident and another 
episode two years ago in which a B-52, loaded 
with H-bombs, was involved in an aerial collision 

v over Pahmares, Spain, One of the four bombs 
j fell into the Mediterranean but was finally re- 
f covered after a desperate 3-month search. The 

repercussions Included a ban by Spain on flights 
over its soil by U. S. aircraft transporting 

. weapons.
j .In the more recent accident, Denmark was ,in- 
/ volved because Greenland is a Danish posses- 
’ sion. Denmark, a member of NATO, immediate^
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U.S. and Danish officials 
. agreed yesterday that the 
CirecntaiKl B-52 crash site con
taminated Jan. 22 by four U.S. 
H-bombs has now been 
cleaned of dangerous radia
tion.

“We feel relaxed,” summed 
up Hans Heinrich Koek, head 
of a five-man Danish delega
tion.

“Measurement and monitor
ing have shown there is really 
no risk there for human 
beings or animals or plant 
life. We are also grateful that 
the whole situation has solved 
itself so easily."

The U.S. and Danish groups 
■—mainly scientists—finished a 
two-day meeting here, then 
said in a joint communique 
that:

• Removal of contaminated 
show arid aircraft debris is ; 
now nearly complete.

• The snow and debris is 
itiow in containers and will be 
| sent to the United States for 
j disposal. .

• Joint surveillance will
continue. .

The Joint Committee on 
Atomic Energy -will quiz U.S. 
atomic and military officials 
on the incident at a closed 
hearing today. Scheduled to 
testify are Air Force Maj. 
Gen. Richard 0. Hunziker, 
who heads the Greenland 
cleanup; Dr. Carl Walske, De
fense Department scientific 
adviser; and Dr.'Wright Lang- 
ham, health physicist at. the 

;Los Alamos Scientific Labora
tory.

The Greenland cleanup, 
Langham reported yesterday, 
essentially involved “nothing : 
but removing the top six 
inches of snow over a speci
fied area.”

"A major' part" but not all 
of the spilled plutonium from 

;tbe H-bombs has been reeov- 
lered, he added,
i “You can't recover it. all/' 
ne explained. “Some of it gets 
so widely dispersed, it’s really 
beyond recovery. But we’ve 
cleaned up to the level we feel 
necessary, and there is essen-j 
tialiy no hazard.” I


