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ILS. Rejects Soviet Protest 
her Atom-Armed Flights

339025

tWashiiipton Bureau o/ The Sunt
Washington, Feb. 12 — The 

Johnson Administration reject
ed today a Soviet protest 
against its use of nuclear- 
armed bombers for sky patrols 
against surprise attack,

It also contested a Kremlin 
contention that such patrols 
have been outdated and made 
“senseless” by the development 
of intercontinental ballistic mis
siles.

“World tensions make neces
sary the carrying out of such 
flights in the interest of collec
tive security- against the threat 
posed by Soviet nuclear 
forces,” it said in a statement 
issued through the State De
partment.

Note Keyed To Crash 
Carl E. Barteh, the depart

ment’s acting chief press offi
cer, dictated the. statement to 
newsmen when asked this after
noon about a Soviet broadcast 
earlier in the day.

It said the Brezhnev-Kosygin 
regime had sent the United 
States Government a- note 
keyed to the January 21 crash 
off Greenland of a United 
States Air Force Stratofortress 
carrying four hydrogen bombs.

It added that the. note said 
such flights “are senseless in 
view of the existence of nuclear 
rocket weapons” and went on 
to ask:

“Is there a guarantee against 
another disaster of an Ameri
can bomber carrying nuclear 
bombs leading to the explosion' 
of a bomb with all the conse
quences flowing therefrom”?

Given Aide-Memoire 
After explaining that Malcolm 

Toon, who heads the State De
partment’s Soviet affairs sec-. 

, tion, had been given Saturday 
j afternoon an aide-memoire 
I about the Greenland incident by 
i Yuri N. Tcherniakov, minister- 
: counselor of the Soviet Embas

sy here, Barteh said:
“Our position is this:. The 

accident was deeply regretted 
but what we regret even more 
is that world tensions make 
necessary the carrying, out of

ji such flights in the interest oi 
| collective security against the 

threat posed by Soviet nuclear 
; forces. •

“Our policies and practices 
designed to meet this nuclear 
threat Jiavp only been adopted 
after the most careful assess- 

' raent of. security requirements
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and after provision of necessary 
safeguards.”

Asked whether a direct reply 
Will be _ made to Moscow, 
Barteh said that has “hot Dean 
decided as yet.” He also said 
the Soviet note would not be 
made public here unless and 
until Moscow releases its text.

Resembles ’&G Protest
The latter, as summarized in 

Soviet broadcasts today, resem
bled a protest filed by the 
Kremlin after some atomic 
bombs were lost in a collision 
of American planes off Spain in 
January, 19E6.

Back in April, 1958, the Soviet 
Union took the issue posed in 
its note today to the United 
Nations Security Council and 
asked that group to enjoin the 
United States to step its sur
prise-attack patrols.

The United States countered 
with the same argument made 
in the State Department’s state
ment today plus a proposal that 
the Security Council call for 
prompt establishment of a 
northern zone of international 
inspection against surprise at
tack.

Its proposal, which also would 
have had the council call on all 
states with territories above the 
Arctic Circle to place them 
within the zone, was vetoed 
May 2, 1958, by the Soviet 
Union.

The latter’s proposal, on the 
other hand, was not adopted 
because only the Council's Rus
sian member voted for it. All 
other members voted “no,” ex
cept Sweden’s delegate, who ab
stained.
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British Refuse to Ban U. S. A-Fiights P2
LONDON.—A plea'by leftwing members of Parliament 

to prevent nuclear-carrying U, S. bombers from flying over 
Britain was rejected by the Government.

. Defense Secretary Denis Healey was urged in the 
House'of Commons to ban the bombers after the crash of 
a B-52 in Greenland last month. 

f One of the Labor leaders seeking the ban, David Win- 
njek, .said there was considerable concern in the country 
over these nuclear flights, which Britain has permitted 
since 1958.


