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Pilot Blames Fire 
For Bomber Crash
(C) NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

THULE AFB, Greenland ~ 
The pilot of the B52 bomber 
with four hydrogen bombs 
aboard that crashed last Sunday 
on the ice near this Arctic air
base said Saturday that he and 
his crew had to abandon the air
craft because a fire that had 
broken out in the navigator’s 
compartment “was out of con
trol.”

“We used up all our firefight
ing equipment and we even 
tried to smother the fire but the 
smoke got so bad I had no

choice but to bail out my crew,” 
Capt. John M. Haug, 36, of Phoe
nix, Ariz., said in a brief news 
conference at the base hospital 
here.

After 10 minutes an Air Force 
doctor standing beside the cap
tain said he was too tired to 
talk any longer. Haug is suffer
ing from bruises of the face and 
head and a twisted knee but his 
condition is listed as “very 
good.”

Sitting in a wheelchair, he ap
peared nervous and declined to 
answer when asked if he had 
ever flown over Greenland, 
which is Danish territory, in a 
B52 bomber. “I can’t answer 
that,” he said.

Under an agreement with 
Denmark the United States is 
forbidden to station nuclear 
weapons on Danish soil or to 
permit American aircraft carry
ing such weapons to fly over 
Danish territory.

< A Defense Department infdr- 
Imation officer said the captain 
could not answer the question 
because “flight plans” are clas
sified.

Haug said he deliberately 
beaded the bomber toward 
Thule after the fire broke out 
because he felt that if he and 
Ihi.s crew bailed out over the ice 
'of Baffin Bay far from the base

CRASH SITE ■— An Eskimo dbg team stands on frozen Baffin Bay near site 
of the crash of a U.S. B52 in Greenland. Buildings on right are for recovery 
teams. String of lights at left mark crash site.^—UPI Telephoto.

in the 20-odd degrees below zero 
temperature, “none of us would 
have had much chance to sur
vive.”

Haug said that he had in
tended to circle the base while 
the crew bailed out and then to 
attempt an emergency landing. 
This did not prove possible, he 
said, and he gave the order to 
eject just south of Thule. Haug

and five other crew members 
escaped with relatively minor 
injuries except for one man 
whose feet were frozen before 
he was rescued, A seventh crew 
member, Capt. Leonard Svi- 
tenko of West Springfield, 
Mass., the co-pilot, was killed 
while bailing out.

Air Force officers said an in
vestigation had shown that the

^lane was apparently aban-, 
jdoned about four miles south of' 
i the runway at 8,000 to 9,000 feet1 
while on a northern-course that 
would have taken jt out onto the 
Greenland icecap in the interior 
of the island. But the plane did 
a 180-degree turn after the crew 
left it and crashed on the ice of; 
North Star Bay seven and a half 
miles southwest of Thule.


