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WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
nuclear scientists in Greenland 
assume that one or more of four 
missing hydrogen bombs rup
tured in Sunday’s B52 crash, 
strewing uranium or plutonium 
over an icy bay, sources report.

The report followed Wednes
day's official disclosure that 
pieces of at least one of the 
weapons had been found at the 
crash site seven miles south
west of Thule Air Force Base.

“Since there is radiation on 
the ice and on the parts we are 
assuming that at least one of 
the bombs ruptured,” an official 
said.

The radiation—detected on 
the boots of scientists, their dog- 
sled drivers and other helpers

—was characterized as negligi
ble.

The Pentagon says it is alpha 
radiation which does not pene
trate the skin. The only precau
tion necessary for men working 
in the area is to wash their foot
gear after work.

The Pentagon’s latest state
ment referred to the bomb 
pieces as “weapons-associated 
hardware” because, as a 
spokesman put it, “It isn’t what 
the layman would normally 
think of as part of a bomb.”

The small parts were catego
rized as pieces of the “bomb as
sembly.” No other details were 
given. The interior composition 
of an atomic weapon is top 
secret.

Likely
Sources said scientists could 

not determine immediately 
whether the pieces came from 
the same bomb. Less than a 
dozen chunks of bomb were 
found.

Search teams have barely had 
a chance to go over the area. A 
source estimated the actual 
amount of search time since 
Sunday as four to five hours. 
Arctic darkness has shrouded 
the scene most of the time. And 
stormy weather forced cancella
tion of the 64-hour dogsled trip 
from the coast to the impact 
area Wednesday.

There are only about two 
hours “sub-twilight” each day 
in the polar darkness.

Nor is the ice flat. “It’s more

like a stormy ocean with the 
waves frozen in place,” said one! 
official.

The air force bomber appar
ently disintegrated. Bits of de
bris and what appears to be a 
“fuel-burn pattern” extend over 
an area 50 by 500 yards.

Sources acknowledged the 
possibility that the bombs are 
imbedded in the seven-foot-thick 
ice covering North Star Bay or 
perhaps at the bottom of its 
800-foot depth.

If so, any search could extend 
longer than the 80 days the 
Navy spent retrieving another 
hydrogen bomb off the Spanish 
coast in 1966. The ice covering 
North Star Bay does not thaw 
until about June.

uptured
If the bombs don’t turn up on 

the surface, what is the next 
step?

“Right now we just don’t have 
a thorough estimate of the mag
nitude of the job,” an official 
said. “We’re trying to get an 
idea of how much area we will 
be looking over. It’s too soon to 
be worrying about what’s in the 
ice or in the water.”

The U.S. has more than 75 ex
perts at Thule, including Strate
gic Air Command officers, nu
clear and demolitions teams, 
plane crash investigation offi
cers and radiation detection 
personnel.

Denmark, also has sent in; 
four scientists to check on the 
rkdiation hazard. Greenland is a 
Danish possession.


