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NAVAL ORDNANCE EXPERTS CHECK FOR CONTAMINATION OF H-BOMB RECOVERED FROM MEDITERRANEAN
The 10-foot, silver-coated bomb lies on the deck of the USS Petrel off the coast of Palomares Beach, Spain.

\H-Bomb Recovery Sinks Radiation Fears
ABOARD THE USS ALBANY - (UPI) - Beaming 

American naval authorities Friday displayed a lost U.S. 
hydrogen bomb recovered from the Mediterranean in one of 
the most intensive and costly underwater searches In his- - 
tory. ,

More than 100 foreign and American reporters and U.S. 
deck of the USS Petrel which Thursday retrieved It from 
1,800 feet of water off the southeastern coast of Spain. The 
Petrel was brought alongside this warship so that reporters 
could see and photograph the weapon.

The silver bomb, still partially wrapped in the shrouds 
of its parachute, looked like a giant cigar tube.

, Crewmen dressed in ordinary clothes stood near the bomb 
to show that there was no danger of radiation.

More than 100 foreign and American reporters and U.S. 
Ambassador Angier Biddle Duke and his wife were aboard 
the Albany for the occasion and a briefing by Adm. William 
Guest, who directed the naval search.

Guest told reporters the CURV—an unmanned torpedo 
recovery vehicle — was the equipment used finally to fie 
ujp the bomb for delivery to the surface. ^

He disclosed that the effort almost ended in disaster 
on Wednesday when the CURV became entangled in the nu

clear weapon’s parachute.
It took two hours of maneuvering by the CURV con

troller on the deck of its mothership before the vehicle was 
freed.

“It looked for a while like we were in real trouble,” 
said the admiral. ' u

. The authorities publicly 'displayed the undamaged bomb 
in an effort to counter Russian propaganda charges that the 
weapon may have leaked deadly radiation in international 
waters.

In Moscow, the government newspaper Izvestia expressed 
doubts that the bomb had been recovered at all. A news
paper headline asked: “Has the bomb been recovered?”

% The bomb, with an explosive force equal to 1.1 million 
tons of TNT, had lain on an undersea ridge for 80 days after 
it was parachuted into the Mediterranean following the Jan. 
17 collision of a B52 jet bomber and a KC135 tanker during 
a refueling operafion.

Three other nuclear bombs were recovered on land short 
ly after the crash,

. News of the recovery was enthusiastically received 
throughout Spain. ■

“Thank God it’s over,” said one grateful tomato grower.


