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But Aides Say Object May 

Not Be Lost Weapon — 
Russians Skeptical

By TAD SZITLC
Special to The New York Times.

MADRID, March 18—Spe
cialized vessels and midget 
submarines of the United States 
Navy began today the arduous 
task of recovering "Object No. 
261”—which may be the long- 
missing hydrogen bomb—from 
the Mediterranean near the 
Spanish coast.

United States officials in 
Madrid were virtually certain 
last night, on the basis of 
reports from the search area, 
that the object that had been 
located early Wednesday by 
Alvin, the two-man submarine, 
in 2,500 feet of water actually 
was the unarmed high-megaton 
bomb.

But high officials returning 
tonight from Palomares, the 
search headquarters, cautioned 
that it was not yet “100 per 
cent certain” that the nuclear 
weapon had been located after 
the two-month hunt.

They said it might be 
necessary to lift the object to 
the surface, a task that might 
take several days in the squally 
Mediterranean, before “final 
and positive identification” 
could be made. The object lies 
on an underwater slope some 
six miles from . the Spanish 
coast. ...

Lost in Air Collision
The bomb, which is believed 

to be shrouded-in its parachute, 
was lost in the Jan. 17 midair 
collision off Palomares between 
a B-52 bomber and a KC-135 
refueling tanker.

Following the crash, four un- 
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mersibles and throe specialized 
ships will be used.

The Alvin, a 22-foot craft 
that can go down to 6,000. feet 
below the surface, is equipped 
with mechanical arms that can, 
If required, "put a line around 
this bomb,” one Navy officer 
said tonight.

The Alvin reportedly made, 
contact with the object through 
its sonar equipment. Sjfl-rtj 
sequeniHy, it photographed 
it with its closed-circuit telek 
vision system, recording lit on- 
magnetic tape. >iwji

Preliminary. interpretatim“i6f 
the underwater , photograSHs 
suggest that the bomb—assum
ing it is one—is intact an^ Jld 
not release any radioactivity 
from its plutonium core,
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Russians Are SUepticSJ'1
Special to The New-York ,

MOSCOW, March 18 -f^e 
Russians expressed skepplfsijn 
today over the United §fStesJ 
report that a. submarine had

fwiA^ll#^feg^^9S8^iniaa-
ing'

The Government newspaper, 
Izvestia, urged the creation of 
an international commission to 
verify the discovery and to ob
serve the raising of. the wea
pon, The commission also would 
determine whether the bomb 
had caused radio active conta
mination of the sea.

"It is'possible that the Unit
ed States has succeeded in 
finding the lost nuclear bomb,” 
the newspaper conceded. “How
ever, suspicion is aroused by 
the haste with which it was 
announced that the bomb was 
notj dangerous.”
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PALOMARES, Spain, March 
18 (DPI) — The operation to re
cover a missing nuclear device 
lying in 2,500 feet of water off 
Palomares “is going smoothly” 
and the weapon should be re
covered within the next 36 hours, 
an informed source said Friday.

Any abrupt change in the 
weather, however, could hamper 
the operation and cause a delay 
in bringing up the weapon that 
was lost in the crash of a B52 two 
months ago near this village.

Although there has been no 
official announcement that the 
device Jvas been located, It was 
learned! Thursday that the 22- 
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