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Nudear Device 
Eludes Searchers!

PALOMARES, Spain (UPI) 
—Two submarines and a num
ber of minesweepers swept 
the Mediterranean seabed 
Tuesday but failed to uncover 
any traces of a missing Amer-j 
ican nuclear bomb.

The search craft plied the I

[waters about three miles off! 
shore where-the bomb is be-J 
lieved to be.

The two submarines worked 
about six miles apart near the 
buoys- which' mark parts of 
the wreckage of the nuclear 
bomber that crashed Jan. 17 
with a load of four unarmed 
nuclear bombs. Three of the 
atomic devices were recov
ered within .five days. But 
the last of the missing nuclear 
bombs has Eluded an armada 
of 6th Fleet vessels and IT: S. 
airmen pressed into the | 
search.
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Intensive, Expensive Hunt Under
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CBASH SCENE—Fart of wrecked jet in farmer’s field near Palomares, Spain.

What promises to be the most intensive 
and expensive search for man or object 
ever conducted by the United States is now 
under way for a missing American hydro
gen bomb. / U .

The search— on and just off the south
eastern coast of Spain—will continue until 
the bomb is found or Secretary of Defense 
Robert S. McNamara, with' the concurrence 
of the State Department and the approval 
of the White House, is convinced beyond 
all doubt that the bomb cannot be recov
ered by the United States or anyone else. 

This' is not the first atomic or hydrogen 
bomb lost by the'United States. Somewhere 
in the soft soil of North Carolina, near 

■Goldsboro, is buried a hydrogen bomb minus 
its explosive trigger. Thej 
search for this weapon, one! 
of tens-of thousands in Ameri
ca's nuclear arsenal, lasted 
from late January, when a B-52 
crashed, until late May, 1961, 
when* the bomb was given up 
for lost.

Other atomic and hydrogen! 
bombs—the number is secret! 
—have been deliberately jet
tisoned at sea, to lighten the 
load of a disabled bomber, 

j when a. crash. bf-.the bomber 
was imminent.

: Already tliousands of , men! 
have spent 37 days and nights] 
at a cost of millions of dol
lars and accompanied by a 
flotilla. of 20 ships ranging 
from the Nation’s newest 
deep-d l v i n g oceanographic 
submarines to minesweepers

J poking for the missing H- 
homb near the Spanish village 
Of ^Palomares on the Mediter
ranean coast. /
Fears Raised ,

; Already this search — and 
the few facts that have oozed 
through a nearly impenetrable 
official silence — has raised 
diplomatic, military and psy
chological fears here, in Spain, 
and in a number of . other 
places abroad. The silence has 
been imposed by the Spanish 
government and honored by 
the United States government.

? • There are dark hints, and 
they are no more than hints, 
that other supersecret equip
ment hvas. lost,, equipment that 
would still have to be found' 
even if the hydrogen bomb it
self were recovered. One sug
gestion is that targeting in-, 
formation was lost, which, if 
it fell into the wrong hands, 
could strengthen an enemy’s 
air defense and weaken Amer
ican offensive capability. An
other possibility is a lost radar! 
fuse.ewhich helps to serve^ioi 
arm a hydrogen bomb and 
which, if it fell into the wrong, 
hands, could enable an enemy!

I to perfect countermeasures) 
against the radar.
'• There is a deep concern 

that the missing bomb or even 
key pieces of the weapon, if 
it fell into anyone else’s hands, 
could provide In various 
degrees valuable information 

| for making and setting off

Iner^^^^^neasurim 
anxiety that the Spanish bomb 

f incident might cause far-reach- 
|ing diplomatic and military re
percussions that could deprive 
the United States of its pres
ent freedom to carry the Free 
World’s nuclear defense wher
ever it is needed.

, * Though American officials
I are satisfied that there is no 
jhealth'hazard to the Spanish 
! villagers subjected to radia- 
jtion as a result of the aeci- 
[dent, there is a psychological 
scar across the village of Palo
mares and a nuclear-age curse 
on its tomato crops. Moreover, 

i officials frankly admit they 
[don’t know what to do with 
the contaminated dirt in the 
iarea. As one said: “We sure 
don’t want to. inter it as a 
monument to the accident.”
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Mishap’s Start ,
The story of the Spanish 

bomb incident began on the 
morning of Jan, 17 as a thirsty 
B-52 "Sfratofortre&s” from 
Seymour Johnson Air Force 
Base in North Carolina aimed 
toward. a . rendezvous with.’, a 
KC-135 tanker sent aloft from 
an Air Force Base at Moron 
in Spain.

The. B-52, gaining fame over 
Vietnam where it has been 
unloading tons of convention
al bombs, is the aging “heavy
weight” of. the Strategic Air 
Command. It flies more than 

1650 miles an hour; can reach 
ai> altitude of 50,000 feet; can

12,000 miles before refuel
ing/ Its primary aim is to! 
carry a nuclear payload to thej 
enemy.

On any given day or night 
a number of B-52s are on “air
borne alert,” euphemistically 
called “training flights,” some
where over the Free World. A 
“training flight” can become 
a deadly mission once a B-52 
crew receives the proper com
mands to strike in nuclear 
anger. - -
Details Secret

At approximately 10:15 a.m. 
EST the two Air Force planes 
collided. There were survivors 
and there is an accident re
port, but its details are not 
known.

One explanation is that thej 
B-52 overshot its mark—anj 
extended 47-foot refueling j 
boom stretching out from be
hind the tanker. As the boom 
was being maneuvered .into 
the proper position, it ripped 
up the B-52’s back like a can 
opener, taking the tanker’s 
tail off, too.

Among Ore debris froml 
both planes that plummetedf 
31,000 feet to the earth near 
Palomares were four un
armed hydrogen bombs, eight 
to ten feet long. They appar
ently look, weigh, and are 
shaped like World War II 
“blockbusters” and are Indis
tinguishable as H-bombs to 
all but the experts.
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The difference, however, is
hat each of the four hydro- 
:en bombs that fell repre- 
ehted a megaton of destruc- 
ion. This is a punch equal to 

million pounds j>I TNT or 
oughly 500 Hiroshima-type 
tomic bombs.
No one will say whether 

he four bombs dropped to- 
;ether in their rack or fell, 
•no at a time. There are indi-. 
ations that one or ail. fell |
vith their parachutes, which 
ire attached to the weapons 
o let a B-52 escape being con-i 
aimed in its own nuclear fire 
f it unloads armed weapons 
m an enemy. !

One bomb fell in a dry river1 
sed between Palomares and 
he sea and was recovered 
iamaged but virtually intact, 
Ynother, narrowly missing the 
own, plowed into a tomato 
ield. Its high explosive—used
0 detonate the plutonium 
rigger — exploded, spewing- 
fcmb fragments and plutoh- 
um about. The force of this 
ion-nuclear blast pushed a 
nan in a doorway back into 
ids house and broke windows.

The third bomb ricocheted 
iff. a hill above Palomares 
ind plowed into another hill, 
['his impact, too, set off the 
weapon’s high explosive and 
pewed plutonium about an 
meultivated field.

The fourth bomb could 
lave fallen on , land or into 
he sea.. There is no best 
fuess,-though the sighting of
1 cargo-carrying parachute
yy a Spanish fisherman and 
ither clues point to a spot in 
she sea, beneath 2300 feet of 
vatey and unplumbed feet of 
x>ze. ;
Two Opinions ~ ‘.V,

Some persons speculate 
:hat the missing bomb may 
rave beep sliced in two in 
nidair by part of the falling 
B-52. Others speculate that the 
bomb’s fins were damaged 
and it veered off a line 
marked by the other three 
bombs.

Within minutes word was 
lent to all interested parties, 
including a routine report to 
President Johnson. Within 
hours contingents of Spanish 
and American personnel were 
swarming over the site wear

ing face masks and carrying 
Geiger counters.

In the days that followed, 
tomatoes were confiscated, 
contaminated earth plowed 
under, and, airmen combed 
the area shoulder to shoulder.

Secrecy led to rumors. A 
Russian trawler was reported 
just off shore, but actually 
none has appeared, nor has 
any Russian submarine 
mingled with American 
flotilla.': .:

Confusion led to bizzarre 
events. A first check on urine 
samples from the villagers 
indicated that some of them 
should, have been dead from 
radiation sickness, until it'was 
discovered that specks ■ of 
plutonium had fallen from 
their clothes into the bottles.
Loss Not Admitted, -

No reward has yet .been of
fered for -the recovery’ of the 
missing H-bomb. The ’ reason 
Is that neither Spain nor the’ 
United States -admits it is 
lost. ..... _.
•Meanwhile, officials here 

Continue to take heart from 
the fact that not in the 20 
years the United’.States has 
possessed the bombs has a 
wayward U.S, atomic or hydro
gen weapon caused an atomic 
holocaust. This is so in. spite 
of the fact that such weapons 
have burned, been dropped on 
concrete runways, and in
volved in several aircraft 
crashes and railroad derail
ments.

Will the record continue to 
be fail-safe? Some persons 
now are doubting that it will, 
and no one can say for certain.


