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Crashed B-52 Carried 
A-Bomhs; One Missingl

PALOMARES, Spain (UPI)
I — The U.S. Air Force said 
1 Thursday a Strategic Air 
Command B52 bomber that 

I crashed near here Monday 
[•was carrying nuclear arms. A 
I Spanish official said one 
atomic bomb was still miss- 

| ing.
An Air Force statement 

(said the weapons were un- 
| armed and there was no dan- 
|ger.

But the Spanish govern- 
lihent clamped a complete do- 
Imestic news blackout on word 
la nuclear tb o m b e r had 
[crashed. Observers said offi- 
1 cials feared anti-American 
| repercussions if it became 
[general knowledge in Spain.

A massive search by hun- 
[dreds of airmen with geiger 
[counters and radiaton badges 
[continued around the crash 
[site in the heart of Spain’s 
I tomato growing region, about! 
[95 miles east of Granada on| 
[the southeastern coast.

An . Air Force spokesman) 
[refused to confirm or deny 
[that the search was for a 
[bomb.

“The SAC bomber which 
[was engaged in a re-fueling 
[operation off the coast of 
Spain and suffered an acci- 

[ dent with a KC135 was car

rying unarmed nuclear arma-| 
ment. Radiological surveys | 
have established that there is I 
no danger to public health or| 
safety as a result of this ac- 
cient,” the terse Air Force | 
statement read.

All four crew members | 
aboard the KC135, a jet tank
er, died. Four of the seveiil 
crewmen aboard the bomber! 
piarachuted to safety. TheJ 
others were killed.

A spokesman at the city! 
hall at Cuevas de Almanzora, J 
about three miles from the! 
crash site, said the search| 
was for a missing bomb.

“Three bombs have beenl 
found by searchers but one! 
is still missing and they are] 
still searching,^ he said.

Angered Spanish] 
Viflagers Protest

PALOMARES, Spain (UPI)
)— More than 50 angry vil
lagers demonstrated in the 
town square Friday night 
against the “U.S. and its 
bomb” as a search for miss
ing “secret elements” of a] 
B-52 bomber moved into it; 
fourth day. The plane crashe' 
with nuclear weapons aboard.

The villagers paraded 
through the square shouting, 
“down with the U.S. and its 
bomb,” “Yankees go home,” 
and “Americans go away and 
take your bomb with you.” 
They dispersed peacefully 
after about 30 minutes.

The demonstration came as 
hundreds Of U.S. airmen 
moved tons of equipment to 
a sealed-off beach area near 
Palomares.

The Air Force, which has 
admitted the plane was carry
ing nuclear weapons, refused 
to confirm or deny that the 
search was for one such nu
clear device . still missing in) 
the crash.

Informed sources said four; 
nuclear bombs were aboard 
the bomber when it collided 
in the air with a KC-135 jet 
tanker Monday. They said 
three devices had been re
covered but that a fourth was 
still missing.-.. 
RADIOACTIVITY 
ITRACES FOUND 

ALMERIA, Spain IM —)
ISpanish physicians doing!
physical checkups on persons 
engaged in recovering wreck
age of a U.S. nuclear bomber 
|said they had found slight 
races of radioactivity among 

Iseveral Spanish civil guards 
(policemen). ,

The doctors, flown here by 
iSpain’s board of nuclear en- 
[ergy, said these traces were 
“very slight and should dis- 
[appear in a few days.”

Officials theorized one of) 
Iseveral n u c l e a r devices 
'picked up from the crash 
wreckage in the ; sand dunes 
[had broken open enough to 
let a minimum amount of; 
radioactivity escape.


