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CUEVAS DE ALMANZORA, 

Spain (AP) — The shattering 
collision of ,two U.S, warplanes 
miles above the Spanish coast 
has plunged the simple people 
of this Andalusian region into 
(ho nuclear ago — and loft them 
astonished, poi'plosod, nod four- 
fid,:

Tin'! trash .fan, 17 of n B02 
houihor tnrrviup, nntlr.'ir homlw 
and Iho jot tanker refuel ini’ it 
likely to become one of (he most 

lexpensive accidents in U.S. Air 
; Force history — exploded with 
j international repercussions. But 
lit was the quiet little people of 
the Mediterranean coast, the 
truck farmers and the fisher- 
folk, who were affected most 
intimately.

planes from flying over their 
territories. Once it is found, it is 
believed other governments will 
be reassured.

Spaniards living. in the area 
complain they were told too lit
tle and too late what the crash 
emdd mean.

"We wanted to help those 
poor airmen,” said ‘one grizzled 
former. *'Wc all rushed to the 
wreckage. We weren’t fold until 
much later (hat it could be ra
dioactive. I think if it happened 
again most of us would stay 
away from the scene.”

Four survivors of the crash 
were rescued by fishermen and 
whisked, away to a U'. S. Air

Force hospital near Madrid. 
Squads of U. S. and Spanish 
military descended from heli
copters and recovered the 
burned remains of seven other 
crewmen who died..

"Then came new crews —> wc 
learned Inter they were 'nuclear 
bomb experts — stem-faced 
men who went a bunt their work 
with an air of not. wanting to be 
bothered by our questions,” a 
squat fisherman said. "Even 
our own officials were too busy 
to tell, us anything, We tried to 
help with the wreckage — and 
learned two days later that we 
should have kept away.”

The massive land and sea 
search for a nuclear bomb still 
missing has failed to quiet their 
fears. Whether it has succeeded! 
in other aims remains to be; 
seen. 1

The searchers brought with 
them strange instruments and 
the word spread that one of the 
dreaded bombs was missing. 
The villagers and the fishermen, 
endured another flurry of fear, 
until word came that instru
ments hod located it in the sea 
and n recovery ionic of U. S. 
ami .Spanish warships was as
sembled to recover it.- , 

Garrucha, a nearby- fishing 
village of 4,500 persons, is most 
affected by the sea, ;search, 
Fishefmen are unable to go to 
sea, and they sit idly in the sun, 
watching frogmen and diving 
beiis in action off the coast. • :

The U.S. government pre-j 
sumably is anxious to prevent! 
the bomb from falling into! 
Communist hands and to reas-i 
sure Allied governments who! 
may develop fears about U,S.| 
bombers flying over their terri
tory with 'nuclear bombs 
aboard.

Although the search sector 
near this area of 13,000 persons 
is heavily guarded, it is conceiv 
able that someone might stum
ble on secret material and hand 

' it over to a Red agent — wit- 
: tingly or unwittingly.

It is also conceivable that So
viet military men might discov
er the weapon or its parts. I 

The missing bomb is believed; 
to be 1,000 feet deep in the 
Mediterranean off Almeria. The* 
Soviet Union operates subs and 
surface ships in the Meditera- 
ncan.

The search seems to have 
quieted down for the moment, 
white the searchers wait for the 
arrival from, the United States 
of two midget submarines which 
can dive to that depth.

As long as the bomb is miss
ing, it is feared that other coun- 

j tries might follow Spain’s lead 
I and ban U.S. nuelenr-srmed


