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POLICY SESSION ITEM

SANMARY SHEET R
]
Sub jeck: DECLASSIFICATION OF LASER-FUSIOY INFORMATION .
Furpese: To consider the appropriate sction to take following

the refusal of the DOD to comcur In the declasslficztlons
listed in ehe proposed "Liser-Fusiom Clascificoatiom
Guide " CG-LF-2,

I
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N

geugglont On Juma 21, 1971, the Coomission approved SECY-2137
which recommendad the declassificacion gf 2 and 3-D
calculacisns oF layeresd laser-fusion pellets {targets)
and experTimenty with these pellets subjecr to certain
conditions and the adoprion of a new lager-fusion

classificarion guide, C6-LF-1,

On July 2, 1973, a lercer was sent to Deputy Secrerary
Defense William Clemanes seeking B eommencs en the
lassificacions recommendad inm SECY-3137. By letest
of Auvgusc 7, 1973, Cecretary Clemencs Teplisd that the
BGD felc that the proposed declassification 1% prematuca.

A request for comments on the BOD respovse was sept to
the Cemmittee of Sankior Reviewsrs and ochers.

Senlor Raviewers Dr. James §. Wana, De. J. Carson Harl,
and A, Robert W, Hendersonm, while chey do mot agres

with the DOD seand, feel that rhe AEC 13 net Justified

in proceeding wikth rhe praposed declazcff{cation gnd the
adoption of the proposed nev “Laser-Fusion Classiflcacion
Guide," CG-1F-%, in view of the DOD opposition.
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Senior Reviswar Dr, Edward €, Creure and CTR Direcror
De. Bobert L. Hirsrh eotally digsagres with the DOD
position end Fesl that any delay in che adoption of
naw declavslflention rulea will unnaceasatily hamper
the advencement of TV power sensrarvisn theory and
tachnelogy,

LLL Asgociate Director, Ur. A, Curl Hauasmarn supported by
LLL Diceccor Dr. Roger E. Batzel concur in the D00
posltion.

Recommendgtiom: That the Cowmlssion maintaln the preasnt classificaclon
tuled for laser-fuaion information for APpTowimataly dix
to «lght monche while the staff srudies che expacimental
#nd theotetical progress made in lesar-fusion technology,
During chia cime, the staff i £o attempt to formulats s
laser-Feaion clapsification policy acceptable ¢o both tha
ABC and D,

Cootdination: The Divisians of Tneernational Security Affairs, Milicary
Application, Security, and rha Office of Flantifiog and
Analyais coneur in chis papstr. The Office of the General
Counsel has no legal ob jeceion,

Nom-Concureencas: The commntd of the Divislen of Controlled Thesmenus laar

Hesearch ace enclosed .
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ATIMIC ENERGY COMMISSION TP-32FEE oW
DECLASSIFICATION OF LASER-FUSLON ENFORATION

Report to the Senecal Manager _

by the Director of Clasaification

THE EROBLEM
1. Io comaider the response to the DOD opposition to the declagaificarion

of certein laser-fyniom informstlion and tha adoptlon of & new lamer-fuslon

claspification guide,

EBACKGRIUND

2. At Folicy Sessfon 107, Juns 1, 1973, the Cowmnlation approved the
tecommendations in SECY-3137 concerning the dmclgasification of cartain
informacien relating to lassc-fusion tachuology and the adoption of & new
lavar-fusion e¢lasoificacion guids, CG-LE-I,

3, On July Z, 197), & letrar wag semt to the Depucy Sectetmry of
Defense, William Clumants, Chen Acting Sscratary of Dafense, asking for
LD approval of the Jeclassification actions cacommended in SECY-3137. By
lettor of Auguac 7, 197), Sacretary Clements replied that the DOD feala
"that furthar declasslficatlon of lmasr-fyaiom informaciom ss proposed i
premature” and “opens 4 dirmer 1ine bo the {tonCier of advanced chioking

in the U,5. nuclasr waapoms program.'

PLSCUSSIGH

4. The DD baliaves chat the calesse of addftioral information aa proposed
in CG-1P-Z wvould be of marginal help o cha laser-fusien program uncil some
experiments arve performed which woyld eaceblisb axpecimancally a fsvorabhle
basia for believing char vaeful aleccric power can eventually be abtaloed fyom
lasep-fuslon, Secvetary Clementa also said, howaver, that rechnically unsoumd
papers coming Eron outaide the AEC which vialate the leccer of clesglfieariom
policy but did net endanger claasified weapon concepts cpuld be ignored,

5. On Augusr 1Y, 1973, s requast for commnts on the DOD Tesponse
was sant ko tha Commlttse of Senior Revietwrs and orhers. The commentce of tha

Seniorc Baviewers are sunmartized below,
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br.

wodkneSaes 1o Secrefary Clemenks' lutber but ar

J. Carsaon dark, LASL, points ourt what he Balieves to be aodw

the same taime

seems £o agras With Dr. Kene in that the final policy with

regaTd Co laser-fualon will bm & matter of judgment,

In addition,

Dr, Mark pregents gome suggestions for interim conmidecationm.

Thete are that the fact of, apd redsons for, possible interesc

io acructured tacgats and che analytical creacoent {8 appoaed

o sxparimancal or compucer simulgeiom scudiss)

af the bebaviar

of such twrgat® under symmscyic ircadiation by lazers ba

duclangified.
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‘o slow' while the AET ig wayicg 'uo fest'". |t aido nays
he doeg npt Eecl that che BOP poaliion b3 unraaswhahle ..ol
the “AEC shoula noc force che idsue.™

1. Five alternafives sugpest Lhemgolves Eor considarzrion hy the

Conmmisaion:

1. lnform the DOp chat che AEC cangidera the propoacd
declasaificacion co be necesgary amd chiat che AEC is
loplamenting ib withsut D cORCUTTERCH.

1. Write znocher latbsr to tha DO reacering the AES

arguments for the declasxdificacion and requascing

00D recongideration.




F
1. Respond to the U pesition by poopunioy sul Liling Less chidn

the full declaseliles=rios ccbien Jeooacaded IR SECY-2137.
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113E51 i wFPEL - pnekdla. ThLs wonld cebewve Gwsl of Bhe public ciae cans
problens Mgl have scowrcen te Ebeo Dield. Tiwere Las ool Do sbaiund
stienfellc ur gPupramhabic ronact sl Af ine D atand Dat would JuEC.0y
Jdie adopiion of alcernciive 1 Laesedore, che »Cal. doas GOL ©av oLl

che adepCion af clitg AIbernacive,

Y. Requasting D reconsiderallon as proposed Lo alcernative 1 1o ook
recommendsd gince the sama DOD pasple would be involved mnd ne additicasl
srgumgnts have becoms availabla. In addition, cthe atcitude of the LLL a3
expreassed in chair Larcacs, significancly wgeakens the cage for immedigte
i pdon,

10. The declypsification sctlon propossd in glternaciva 3 13 conaidared
to ba of small weluya. The fact of and veawona for possible Lloterest in
avructured targuts has alvsady bepn ssvabliohed in the non-pegject litgcatuce
and is unclusaified. Wnat the AEC connectad ressarchers want ik the abiliey
ta publish and sxchange informarion on &1l cheorseicel snd computec studien
of the darign and parfarmacce of the structured pellets mn Tecomsended in
SECY-3137.  Altsrnative 3 1z an ioterim measure of marginal utility and is

ook reconmandad .
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v The Byvigiens of wLevaartiotar carily AfeaiTe, Ttilacacsy gl o,
Setscily, cenl e O ol Plycoem: wed daalyvals wonious ol this oo 0

sk fiee 1 the ! oneral Couascl has na logal obeclion. Comnonis oF oo "ar o,

o Controlled “Yhermonaolear desearch ave wcelssad s tgpemlix 4",

BECINY 384T LGN
15, The Senercal Manager recommeods char cha Afomie Endacs, Comai=&uimt

a, Dirscr the Direactar of the Diviafon of Claszsifwcation co
maintain the preient classificacion vulesd for laser-fgsion infanmation
for approximstely six to eight monchs while che scaff studies the
axparimantal and theorerical progress made in lager-fuslon tachnology.
During this cime he i3 to attempt o forvwulate 3 laser-fusicn 2lassification
policy acceptzble co both the AEC amd DOO,

k. Hots that oo the baais of che Commiss{ion's sction at Falicy
Saasiom 107 and cthe gupport 2f the Depattwant of Defente ad expresssd

in Seccatary Clamants' leccer of August 7, 1973, pipers by individuala

who have had no connection with realevant classlfi=d AEC programe which, in
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i DEvisioa oF foacr 1led Y ficanslear Bvacacch has ceviencod the
Lottt objeclions e - "v's proz.oied wetlansilication of laser
fultiared rusion inforiacien Zoon? Lg Liea 0o CG=LF=2 and does
not fiad thelsr acivawats poasnasane-, T Biviwion fully su 5008
Gl propgesicion Ci.f whink, oang- of wmotion .l Jecowrcioy most e che
donltane ceasiveratlon Lo auy weedsion Lw geclassify lalooc-llon
0 0 pelew enicbisg rofeliizone, Liew A0 auppudtod G ddegtion
of CO-Lr-3%, it doo a0t Lelieve, ad Jdews ot nol Beliove, Mol che
EUL I wbhidirlwlaire g Dl Lufinckeabadk

MW Ina AEC'a Senjor

Roviewers, oo CGaviston of [Nl,cuvy aplecacion cad the Tvisoea
8f Clagaifreation - . £ o4t v Lo, Hulrmdar oo Bl leSfor v E
Dopuiy Secrotsry o0 O [ofae dhallepnes alC'e pesiclon in any
substantive Way,

bODte xelection iz beved fundizontally oo coe aod only ook

palnt == the natisaal sicuric: vouid boe Coqprocgsey by Ethe
proposed Felease, They contend CLad Ee declassify along guicae-
Yines of GG-LF-2 would '"open a dlvest laime to che Ivoptler of
advanced thioking in Eoe U 3. noclear vespon preacam.™  This
lesue was eddressed and teuted Lo grenc detsdl by all thoss
irvelved in draving wp CO-LF-3. The v urects are as valid now
40 thay were then, The Depubty Secr&Paty's locter offars vary
litcle in the way of e.planacicn 44 Lo vy tney do net accept the
results of our oxtansive Taview, They de say char ths "proposed
declaszification containg L. _sse-cc 02 Cio epievlations om our
™l odvianend owcizes o mos _iiicilen of those calculabiens by
experiments ot the Meviis Teat Sice,'" but in the cpindlon of AEC
reviawers this 18 just nok che case (ssa J. Cacscen Mark'™s leCkar,
already reforonced, for detailed diacussion of thia pelrt),

Clagsifted by:

! B .
,L‘drtt:‘}{[‘ L T

Robart L. Hirsch, uireccar""“‘- n T
Divialtn af Controliaed
Tharmbnuclear Reaggech
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€. L. Marshall =2 Gceober &4, 1973

Mare impertancly, however, Lt de quito ceasenable fo lanfer from tha
Peputy Secrecary’e lecter that the Depovtment of Defense is not as
firmly attached [o rhoir position as they would hove AEC balicve,
decording €o thwic letter, chey would be willing o rizk declassifi-
cation, presusably alomy limes of €G-LF-2 or wven rmove liberal linas,

if tha laser-fusien concept L% shewp to ba fessible as 5 methed of
kloctric pover producklon, LE the national securizy is eruly endangared
by the proposed declassificacion, the Divisien of Controlled Thermonuclear
ReEparch canmob sea how 16 would be less endangeced, of even why the
govermment should risk letting it be endangersd, siomply becauss elecrric
power production is possible, wunless the risk Eo nationsl decurity is
not am preat as 1s being suggesced,

With veguitrd to Rogar Batzel's laccer of July 15, 1973, the Divieion

would restate that Che Llssue dood not concecn what utilizacion has

beon sude of the axisting guida, Rather, the izgua is whether ot nec

Che common dofense and natlanal security are endangersd, Declassifi-

catlon proccdures cught te be initiated for any concept whose expusure

does not jropacdize cthe nationa] security, Lrraspactive of hovw many

ure leared authors publish scientific papers on the Eublact. -

Delete?

On the basls of the abovae, the Division of Controlled Thermonucleas
Rescarch maincains chat che subject declassification iz long ovardue
and Tacomuends that AEC pursue a variatlon of slternative nuober I,
which wuld invelve giving DOD ample opporfunity to Fucthar documant
thalr positjon before final accion by AEC 18 taken ta adapt CG-LF-1.

o f/éh

. Robart L. Hitlch, Dirackor
Divislgn of Contrellad
Thermonuc lasay Eedearch
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