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Commissioner Johnson
Commiss ioner Larson
Commiss loner

TIRLU: General Manager
LASER CLASSIFICATION PANEL

At the request of the Panel, copies of the preliminary response which
the Laser Classification Panel made to the Commission in the letter from
Dr, Seitz dated February 5, 1971, were sént to interested AEC Division
Directors, to three major AEC weapons laboratories, and to Dr. Fostar
and Dr. Walske of the DOD. Coples of the only replies received to

darz arc enclosed for the information of the Commission. Other
responges will be furnished when they are received,

45 the Commission will recall, the Panel will meet again on May the 2lst,
and they are looking forward to meeting with the Commission again on

that date so chat they may be advised of the Commission's reaction to
cheir preliminary response and to the replies that have been received
from the sources mentioned above.
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G, L. Marshall, Director
Division of Classification
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e D JHE PRELIMIMARY RESPONSE OF THE LASER CLASSIFICATION PANEL

‘lewpied the proliminary résponse of the Laser Classification
* eoneur with its draft recommendations. OQur reasons
thu proposed declagsification are as follows:

s soorascd declagsification should assist university and
siaveapchers to freely enter and contribute to the field.
=: on the subjeect should result in free dissemination of
¢zt 2annot help but speed the determination of the

LZU EE rwnliye of this process for comtrolled Eusion.
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While we are
sty in auelear weapons, it appears from our understanding of
esizn problem and our conversations with weapons physicists

oo che pizpoeed deelassification will not release so much Iinformation
e porontizl subversives or "Heh" countries will be able te build their
-
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et preoovged deelissification will make the policing of the
cendnt Luifer classificacion guide considerably easier. Already
Waat o umdveriliy resecarchers are working and publishing in this srea and

the aeznitude of the policing job la 2normoua. As the field continues

¢ :3ila momisnium, and it Ls Fully expected to do so, this task will
Seceme even nore difficult, Further, the proposed declassification would
sreitly simplily the problem of monitoring the recent KMS no-fund
conirict and the proposed privately supported activities of Gulf Energy
1ad nvironmantal Systems.
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The intonge interest in chis field spurred by the statementa
of KMS sven tikely vo artract still other physieists.  The tiwme o wntil
these people "rediscover” the key elements of the problem appears short.
By taking the initiative in this matter, the Commission's stature in the
scientific and lay communities would appear to be considerably enhanced
at a minimum risk.

If we can be of any further service to you or the Panel, please

do not hesitate to let us know.
: Z.QW‘Mi » /

Paul W. McDaniel, Director
Pivision of Research
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Dr., Glenn T. Seaborg, Chairman . Z :
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission - .
Washington, D, G, e
A " : - g P :

-Dear Glenn: . m i !

At the recent meeting of the General Advisory Committee at
Los Alamos, Comimissioner Larson brought the GAC up ta date on
the Brueckner - XMSI situation, and mentioned the recent Seitz Panel
report to the Commission regarding classification policy on lasers
related to CTR work, This Seitz report was subsequently made avail-
able to the GAC. ; ' :

The Committec (acting as a group to review the CTR program)
has today given the Scitz recommendations a preliminary review,
Although tiie Committee has not had extensive discussions with weapons
represcntatives, it docs feel the recommendations are sound. If
adopted, thesc reviscd classifications should assist greatly in resolving
future problems similar to KMSI. As you will vecall, you asked some
time ago that the GAC consider the handling of such problems.

We note tlie Seitz Panel has suggested "a second meeting (in
approximately two months) with the Commission and others, as approp-
Tiate..." The GAC will be very pleased to assist in such a meeting if
desired by the Commission, * N . o

Sincerely,

1c"" ) . - ‘ 4 .
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- Lombard Sqqin}s _
Chairman g 3 )
‘CTR Relﬁew Committee
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RS 1/1753

Mr. C. L. Marshall, Diractor —
Division of Classification

V. 5. Atomic Energy Commission”
Washington, D. C. 20545

Dear Mr. Marshall:
Subject: Modification of Laser Classification

We agree with the preliminary views expressed by the
Laser Panel members in their Februery 5 letter. We specif-
ically endorse the view that elesgification remirements cn
D 0 E laser characteristics should be abandoned.

b(3> D tleted l*u

Since 107 J is equivalent.to only 5 1bs: HE, while "laboratory”
type experiments at Sandia involve up to 200 lbs. HE, it {s not
obvious that the proposed guideline is sensible. It Ehnulrl be
rema:ked however, that this concern is a minor one. :

'.L"_ . - L]

Yours sincerely,
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RS 1/1753, Series A, 1 page, sm, b coples,
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SANDIA LABORATORIES _
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ALBUGUERCUE, NEW MEXICO 87115

March 24, 1971

Mr. C. L. Marshall

U. 8. Atomic Energy Commissicon
Division of Classification
Weshington, D. C. 20545

Dear Charlie:

Tour letter of February 12 to me as a Senior Reviewer
relative to the prelimirary responses of the laser
Classification Fanel mentioned that the same text was
being sent to the Directors of the three weapons
laboratories, amcng others. I delayed replying knowing
that Ecl Buchsbaum who has this ares of activity at
Sandia wes working up & reply for John Hormbeck to

elgn out,

You should have by now Hornbeck's reply which is dated
March 23, I therefore consider Sandla’s inputs to the
matter complete with this note,

Best regards,

Dot
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORD
L0OS ALAMOS SCIENTIFIC LABORATORY

{Conrract W-T405-en0-36) -
P. O. Box 1663 TR D g g o i
[(-_._f ’aﬁ Los Alames, New Mexico 87344 e _-'.'il-.h;jq;. g i #
i *:1:,;'"1_ H&"‘f
April 12, 1971 oy TR ]
4 ¥
Directnr. "
Division of Classification oo et
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
Washington, D. C. 20545
Dear Mr. Marshall; o il
R 3l G %
' k1 Hu i
This is a somewhat belated response to your letter of Fabmry 12, oo
1971, to Harold Agnew in which you asked for our comantf;nn ‘the * " 2ixgs
recommendations from the "Seitz Panel" on the subject of thl: c}.assi-"’,
fication of certain matters related to the use of laser nnerg]r *‘..:“.&

doubt that any two people would have precisely the 5ama ‘EJ inin-n on 'y
matters like thesc, but the contents of this letter result principally
from discussions. between R. N. Thorn and me.
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present, we believe that it should be possible to devise a a{stm in "

which a pulse of laser energy amounting to 105 joules brnul? Fite 2t ;
DT pellet and put out more energy.than was put in.”

,O,,jg,éi’.c.{f? WLtiis 8lso™

AEC policy, I believe, to encourdge (require?) the pubi:::atmn of tiw
results of all technical work if this is not prevented” mf’ ug:tr

restrictions, and thus all of this work would be descr :ut A
course in the open literature. .. v.

posed change in the classification rules but to erpras
on the broader question of whether the national J.nterr.r;'
will not be served by such an actiun. * . '
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