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SUBJECT: MONTHLY CLASSIFICATION BULLETIN HO. kZ 

SYMBOL1 OiCTK 

!• A problem has arisen with respect to requests 
' for kilogram quantities of plutonium for unclas

sified work* Heretofore, only relatively small 
quantitiesof plutonium have been made available 
on an unclassified basis* ♦Che small quantities 
involved have made it impossible to deduce the 
source of origin of the material, i.e., whether 
or not it oajae from an AfiCS production reactor. 
However, if multikilogram quantities are made 
available, it beoomes olear that the material 
was, in faot, produced in a Hanford or Savannah 
Elver production reaotor. 
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Studies are now 
under way to determine whether or not soon Infor
mation may be derived from a sample of tbe material. 

Since i t is reoognized that the classification 
problem oould be extremely burdensome in those oases 
where large amounts of plutonium are .required for 
otherwise unclassified programs, immediate efforts 
are being made to find a remedy. Special measures, 
buoh as the preparation of nonrepresentative blends, 
are being sought to take care of current pressing 
needs. 
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As an interim measure, while the classification 
problem is being resolved, AEC and oontraotor personnel 
should be advised that any quantity of plutonium over 
2 kgsfin one batch) from production reaotora, regard
less of the intended use of the material, is classified. 

2. When the Commission approved the declassification of V 
depleted uranium which could be made available for 
commercial use, it specified that material assaying 
greater than 0.22  0.02 weight percent TJranium235 
oould be furnished as unclassified only when higher 
assays are specifically requested by the user. She 
point to be emphasized is that those requesting 
depleted uranium should be supplied with material ' 
assaying' 0.22  0.02 weight percent Uranlum235 unless 
a specific assay greater than 0.22  0.02 weight 
percent is requested. (The exception to the rule is 
that material assaying; 0*40  0*02 weight percent 
Uranium235, is unclassified.) 

3. The RASA Plum Brook Reactor Facility has been added U 
to the list of nonABC reactors in the unclassified 
fields of research. » 

k. Item 2 of Bulletin Ho. 151 January 27, 1958, as found u* 
in the "Compilation of Bulletins 1 through No. 31 % 
should be marked SHD. 

3* Although information on the design and operating SDI (BED) 
principles of both the Astron and highcurrent accel
erators is unclassified, the fact that the Lawrence 
Radiation Laboratory is studying the. feasibility of f\p£) 
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