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Needs/Seeds Research Committee of Welfare Apparatus

With the request from the Technology Institute of the Ministry of
International Trade and Industry and NEDO, the needs/seeds research of welfare
apparatus was conducted from 1993 to 1995 in a committee fashion.

The research conducted this time was based on the reflection of previous
studies that the true needs of the current welfare apparatus development were not
captured accurately. It was aimed at systematically organizing the true user needs
and proposing future R&D directions, taking seeds into consideration.

In 1993, such factors as activity, daily-life, and care of present welfare
apparatus users were studied and analyzed first. Then, the seeds of industrial
technology compatible with those of welfare apparatus that fully satisfy user needs
were gathered and organized. Moreover, various problematic points concerning the
current welfare apparatus were pointed out by evaluating such themes as production
and marketing structures of welfare apparatus.

In 1994, proposals were made for the ground design of welfare apparatus in
conjunction with the selection of specific developmental themes. Apparatus image to
be developed were proposed and divided into three fields: 1) support for everyday
life, 2) support for institutional life, and 3) support for social activities.

In 1995, problems that exist surrounding the technology development of
welfare apparatus were categorized into 5 fields: 1)production system, 2)
standardization, 3) evaluation and technology supervision, 4) popularization and
distribution, and 5) environment for basic development. For each field, analysis of
the present condition, listing of problems, and proposing present actions that can
be taken was performed. Also countermeasures were stated for cross-relational
problems that arise between the 5 fields.
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