Preface

This history of the first 50 years of Oak Ridge
National Laboratory was prepared to com-
memorate the institution’s golden anniversary in
1993. The Laboratory’s 50th Year Celebration
Committee provided direction and resources for
the study, and we are grateful to its members for
their guidance and encouragement. Don Trauger
chaired the committee composed of Ed Aebischer,
Bill Alexander, Darryl Armstrong, Stanley
Auerbach, Deborah Barnes, Waldo Cohn, Charles
Coutant, Joanne Gailar, Carolyn Krause, Charles
Kuykendall, Ellison Taylor, Mike Wilkinson, and
Alex Zucker—all current or retired Laboratory
employees. Anne Calhoun, Kim Pepper, Barbara
Baker, and Nancy Holcombe, also Laboratory
staff members, coordinated the committee’s work.

Our exploration of historical sources was
facilitated by Martin Marietta Energy Systems
librarians Mary Alexander, Gabrielle Boudreaux,
Deborah Cole, Bob Conrad, Nancy Gray, Dianne
Griffith, Kendra Jones, Bill Myers, Vicki
Punsalan, and Deborah York; by Linda Cabage,
Ray Evans, and Lynn Rodems, all of the Energy
Systems Office of Public Affairs; by Becky
Lawson, Lowell Langford (formerly of ORNL),
Linda Crews, Shirlene Rudder, Marie Swenson,

Yvonne Leffew, Shirley Adcock, Betty Clack, and
Virginia Norman, all of Laboratory Records; by
Carolyn Krause, Jim Pearce, and Bill Cabage, all
of the Publications Division; and by photographer
Frank Hoffman (retired) and his assistant Anna
Conover, now of the Analysas Corporation. The
authors appreciate their kind assistance.

For making available the resources of the
Children’s Museum of Oak Ridge, we owe special

~ thanks to Jane Alderfer, Jim Overholt, and Selma

Shapiro. Research assistants Susan Schexnayder,
Cathy Shires, and Edythe Quinn provided
invaluable insights into the voluminous materials,
and administrative assistant Becky Robinson
helped keep the information in order once it was
collected. Marilyn Morgan, a graduate student in
the University of Tennessee’s English department
and a Review intern, helped review the manuscript
and wrote several sidebars, and Carolyn Krause, in
addition to her work on Trauger’s committee,
helped write many of the sidebars, and, with Jim
Pearce and Mike Aaron, edited the manuscript, and
coordinated the work of the electronic publishers
and layout artists.

For enlightenment and inspiring ideas, we are
indebted to Laura Fermi, Richard Fox, Milton
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