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DESCRIPTION - The Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) Rail and Barge
Network Database is a representation of the rail and barge system
of the United States. The network is derived from the Federal Rail
Administration (FRA) rail database. The database consists of 96
subnetworks. Each of the subnetworks represent an individual
railroad, a waterway system, or a composite group of small
railroads. Two subnetworks represent waterways; one being
barge/intercoastal, and the other coastal merchant marine with
access through the Great Lakes/Saint Lawrence Seaway, Atlantic and
Gulf Coasts, the Panama Canal, and Pacific Coast. Two other
subnetworks represent small shortline railroads and terminal
railroad operations. One subnetwork is maintained for the
representation of Amtrak operations. The remaining 91 subnetworks
represent individual or corporate groups of railroads. Coordinate
locations are included as part of the database. The rail portion of
the database is similar to the original FRA rail network. The
waterway coordinates are greatly enhanced in the current release.
Inland waterway representation was extracted from the 1:2,000,000
United States Geological Survey data. An important aspect of the
database is the transfer file. This file identifies where two
railroads interline traffic between their systems. Also included
are locations where rail/waterway intermodal transfers could occur.
Other files in the database include a translation table between
Association of American Railroad (AAR) codes to the 96 subnetworks
in the database, a list of names of the 96 subnetworks, and a file
of names for a large proportion of the nodes in the network.
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