A /| P DOE]TIC - —/DT/(,

iﬂﬁﬁf@ﬁﬁﬁ ”“%.? L -
- ‘ 2 b $ document {3

MRS Mﬁg?ﬁ PUBLICLY RELEASABLE

. Aulhorizjng Offitial ; .

U. S. ENERGY R&D: POLICY AND PRIORITIES

red
This report was p.repa
sponsored by the United %a?e
i tes nor the
United S { their employees,

nor any Ol N
Energy. tractors, of their em!

bcon

contractoss, Su! s o e
xpress or implied, ?

e b P'bili(y for the accuracy, completene: :
information, apparatus, product Of

s that its use would not

Date: te/ 25/76

Alvin M. Weinberg

Director, Office of Energy Research and Development

I shall speak about energy R&D policy and priorities; however, to
do this intelligently one must first talk about energy policy. The pri-
mary purpose of energy R&D.is to help implement and advance energy
policy; but the matter is somewhat complex. Energy research, hopefully,

reveals new possibilities and new options that ought to influence energy

policy. Thus there must be a continuing dialogue between eriergy policy
and energy R&D because they are clearly interdependent.

Present U. S. energy policy is largely dominated by our cammitment
to energy self-sufficiency - that is, to Project Independence (P. I.).'
But this commitment does not constifute our entire energy policy: we
are, even now, making decisions concerning nuclear plant siting and con-
servation that go much beyond any immediate commitment to self-sufficiency.
These decisions will commit us over the long term to certain patterns of
land use, as well as to certain 1ife-styles that are in some degree inde-
pendent of our commitﬁent-to_Project Independence.

Both energy policy and energy research ana development strategy are

presently in transition, largely because new governmental structures for
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Presented before the Management Briefing on Federal Energy R&D, sponsored

by POWER ENGINEERING Magazine and POLLUTION ENGINEERING Magazine, Washing-
ton, D. C., June 20, 19T7k.
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