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I s h a l l  speak about energy R&D pol icy and p r i o r i t i e s ;  however, t o  

do t h i s  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  one must f i r s t  t a l k  about energy pol icy.  

mary purpose of energy R&D i s  t o  help implement and advance energy 

policy; bu t  t he  matter i s  somewhat complex. E n e r a  research, hopefully, 

reveals  new p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and new options t h a t  ought t o  influence energy 

pol icy.  Thus there  must be a continuing dialogue between eriergy pol icy  

and energy R&D because they are c l e a r l y  interdepecdent. 

Present U. S. energy pol icy  i s  l a rge ly  dominated by our c m i t m e n t  

The p r l -  

t o  energy se l f - suf f ic iency  - t h a t  i s ,  t o  Pro jec t  Independence (P. I . ) .  

B u t  t h i s  commitment does not  cons t i t u t e  our e n t i r e  eriergy pol icy:  we 

are ,  even now, making decisions concerning nuclear  p l an t  s i t i n g  and con- 

servat ion t h a t  go much beyond any immediate commitment t o  self-suff ic iency.  

These decisions w i l l  commit us over t h e  long term t o  ce r t a in  pa t t e rns  of 

~ 

land use, as w e l l  as t o  ce r t a in  l i f e - s t y l e s  t h a t  are i n  some degree inde- 

pendent of our c m i t m e n t  t o  Pro jec t  Independence. 

Both energy pol icy  and energy research and development st ' rategy a r e  

present ly  i n  t r ans i t i on ,  l a rge ly  because new governmental s t ruc tu res  for 
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