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Two conflicting views dominate our perception o f  man's long-term 

future. The "catastrophists" believe the ear th ' s  resources wil'i soon be 

exhausted, and t h a t  this will lead t o  a collapse c f  s o c i e t v  

copians" argtle t h 3 t  most of  the essential  raw matsri.r.ls are  in f in i t e :  

t h a t  2s the society exhausts one raw material , i t  will turn t o  lower 

grade, iriexhaustible substi tutes.  

OR renewable resources, and on those elements t ha t  are  pract ical ly  

The "cornu- 

Eventually the society w 11 subsis t  

i n f i n i t e ,  such as iron and aluminum. 

will se t t l e  i n t o  a steady-state o f  subs t i tu t ion  and recycle. This  

asymptotic society iJe call  the Agc o f  Su5sti tEtabil i ty.  

According t o  this view the society 
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*El eventh Annual Foiindation Lecture for  FresentatZon before the United 

Kingdom Science Pol icy 7our,dation F i f t h  International Synposiuix - "A 
S t r a t q t  for Resources" - Eindhotten, The Nctherlads,  Septsrnber 18, 
1975. 
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