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Two conflicting views dominéte our perception of man's long-term
future. The “catastrophists" bé1ieve the earth's resources will soon be
exhausted, and that this:will-lead.to a co]iapse ¢f societv. The "cornu-
copians" argue that most of the essential raw materials are infinite:
that as the society exhauﬁts one raw material, it will turn fo Tower
grade, inexhaustible substitutes. ‘Eventually the societvaill subsist
on fenewablevresources, and onAthdse‘elements that are practically
infinite, such as iron and aluminum. According to th%s view the society
will settle into a.steady-stéte?of;subsiitution andwrecy¢1é; This
asymptotic society we califthé Ags'ofisubstftutabi]ity. | |
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