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Alvin M. Weinberg 

Authorizing 3 - u  OiTicib . 

I s h a l l  cons ider  one s m a l l ,  bu t  I b e l i e v e  important ,  a spec t  o f  t h e  

r e l a t i o n  between energy p o l i c y  and n a t i o n a l  goa ls .  The n a t i o n a l  goa l  I s h a l l  

focus upon i s  t h e  r a t i o n a l  use of  l a n d ,  and t h e  humane development of an ac- 

cep tab le  popula t ion  p o l i c y .  The aspec t  of  energy p o l i c y  I s h a l l  speak t o  i s  

t h e  s i t i n g  of  power p l a n t s :  i n  my view, t h e s e  ma t t e r s  a r e  a l l  i n t e r r e l a t e d .  

I n  address ing  myself t o  t h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  narrow aspec t  of  n a t i o n a l  energy 

p o l i c y ,  I assume t h a t  o t h e r  speakers  i n  t h i s  symposium w i l l  cons ider  such 

important  m a t t e r s  as energy and environment, t h e  adequacy of our  energy 

supply,  t h e  s o c i a l  c o s t  o f  product ion  of energy, and t h e  r e l a t i v e  balance 

between d i f f e r e n t  modes of  producing energy. 

Much i s  made t h e s e  days of  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  i s  "over- 

populated".  

of overpopulat ion as Pau l  E h r l i c h  (who i n  h i s  widely read  book, Popula t ion ,  

Resources, Environment, argues f o r  a U. S. popula t ion  of 50 m i l l i o n ) ,  many 

have come t o  be l i eve  t h a t ,  indeed,  we have " too many people" i n  t h e  United 

Under t h e  prodding o f  such extreme proponents of  t h e  d o c t r i n e  
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S t a t e s .  

This  view i s  anathema t o  most p r o f e s s i o n a l  demographers. They p o i n t  

ou t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  more a c r e s  o f  woodland i n  Connecticut today than  t h e r e  

were 100 yea r s  ago. Anyone who has  v i s i t e d  t h e  p l a i n s  o f  Kansas o r  Iowa 

knows t h a t  we have enormous s p a r s e l y  populated p a r t s  o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  

t h a t  could accept  more people  than  now l i v e  t h e r e .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e r e  
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