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    Abstract

        
            This is a summary of a report that presents selected results from a secondary analysis of public opinion surveys, taken at the national and state/local levels, relevant to energy and environmental policy choices. The data base used in the analysis includes about 2,000 items from nearly 600 separate surveys conducted between 1979 and 1992. Answers to word-for-word questions were traced over time, permitting trend analysis. Patterns of response were also identified for findings from similarly worded survey items. The analysis identifies changes in public opinion concerning energy during the past 10 to 15 years.

        

    


                        

    	Authors: 
	














    
    
        
        
        
        
        
    



    Farhar, B C
    







                	Publication Date: 
	Mon Mar 01 00:00:00 EST 1993


    	Research Org.: 
	National Renewable Energy Lab. (NREL), Golden, CO (United States)


            	Sponsoring Org.: 
	USDOE, Washington, DC (United States)


            	OSTI Identifier: 
	10192772


            	Report Number(s): 
	NREL/TP-461-4857a
 ON: DE93000095; TRN: 93:003990


                    	DOE Contract Number:  
	AC02-83CH10093


                	Resource Type: 
	Technical Report


                        	Resource Relation: 
	Other Information: PBD: Mar 1993


                        	Country of Publication: 
	United States


                	Language: 
	English


                	Subject: 
	29 ENERGY PLANNING, POLICY AND ECONOMY; 09 BIOMASS FUELS; 14 SOLAR ENERGY; ENERGY POLICY; PUBLIC OPINION; ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY; SURVEYS; GOVERNMENT POLICIES; PUBLIC RELATIONS; ATTITUDES; SOLAR ENERGY RESEARCH INSTITUTE; GREENHOUSE EFFECT; CLIMATIC CHANGE; ACID RAIN; PUBLIC ANXIETY; TRANSPORTATION SECTOR; ENERGY CONSERVATION; 290202; 290300; 093000; 140300; SOCIOLOGY; ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, AND SAFETY; ECONOMIC, INDUSTRIAL, AND BUSINESS ASPECTS


                


                        
                            

                            
    
    Citation Formats

    
    
        	MLA
	APA
	Chicago
	BibTeX


    


    
            
        
            
                
                    Farhar, B C. Trends in public perceptions and preferences on energy and environmental policy: Executive summary.  United States: N. p., 1993. 
        Web.  doi:10.2172/10192772. 
            

             Copy to clipboard

        
            
        
            
                
                    Farhar, B C. Trends in public perceptions and preferences on energy and environmental policy: Executive summary.  United States.  https://doi.org/10.2172/10192772 
            

             Copy to clipboard

        
                
        
            
                
                    Farhar, B C. 1993.  
        "Trends in public perceptions and preferences on energy and environmental policy: Executive summary".  United States.  https://doi.org/10.2172/10192772.  https://www.osti.gov/servlets/purl/10192772. 
            

             Copy to clipboard

        

        
            
                
                    
@article{osti_10192772,

  title        = {Trends in public perceptions and preferences on energy and environmental policy: Executive summary},

  author       = {Farhar, B C},

  abstractNote = {This is a summary of a report that presents selected results from a secondary analysis of public opinion surveys, taken at the national and state/local levels, relevant to energy and environmental policy choices. The data base used in the analysis includes about 2,000 items from nearly 600 separate surveys conducted between 1979 and 1992. Answers to word-for-word questions were traced over time, permitting trend analysis. Patterns of response were also identified for findings from similarly worded survey items. The analysis identifies changes in public opinion concerning energy during the past 10 to 15 years.},

  doi          = {10.2172/10192772},

  url          = {https://www.osti.gov/biblio/10192772},
  journal      = {},
number       = ,

  volume       = ,

  place        = {United States},

  year         = {Mon Mar 01 00:00:00 EST 1993},

  month        = {Mon Mar 01 00:00:00 EST 1993}

}
    
            

             Copy to clipboard

        
            
    



    
    



                        

                    

                    
                        

                
Technical Report:


    
                                     View Technical Report (2.85 MB)
                                

                            https://doi.org/10.2172/10192772


    


    Save / Share:
    
        
        
            Export Metadata  
            
                	Endnote
	RIS
	CSV / Excel
	XML
	JSON


            
            
        

        
            Save to My Library
                    
                        
                            You must Sign In or Create an Account in order to save documents to your library.
                        

                    
            
                

        
            
                	
                    Facebook
                
	
                    Twitter
                
	Email
                
	Print
                
	
                    More share options
                    
                        	 LinkedIn
	 Pinterest
	 Tumblr


                    
            
                


            

        

                
    


                    

                

            
                    
            
            
            
                
                
                
                
                

            
            
                    
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
                
                    

                        
                            
                                Similar records in OSTI.GOV collections:

                                
                                	
            










                    Trends in public perceptions and preferences on energy and environmental policy

                    
                        Technical Report
                            Farhar, B
                            

                    This report presents selected results from a secondary analysis of public opinion surveys, taken at the national and state/local levels, relevant to energy and environmental policy choices. The data base used in the analysis includes about 2000 items from nearly 600 separate surveys conducted between 1979 and 1992. Answers to word-for-word questions were traced over time, permitting trend analysis. Patterns of response were also identified for findings from similarly worded survey items. The analysis identifies changes in public opinion concerning energy during the past 10 to 15 years.
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                    This report presents selected results from a secondary analysis of public opinion surveys, taken at the national and state/local levels, relevant to energy and environmental policy choices. The data base used in the analysis includes about 2000 items from nearly 600 separate surveys conducted between 1979 and 1992. Answers to word-for-word questions were traced over time, permitting trend analysis. Patterns of response were also identified for findings from similarly worded survey items. The analysis identifies changes in public opinion concerning energy during the past 10 to 15 years.
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                    This is the second and final report of a year-long exploratory study of public opinion about energy and inflation problems in this country. Whereas the first project report (Hendricks and Denney 1979) dealt broadly with the nature of public reasoning about energy and inflation issues, this report focuses on narrower and somewhat more-concrete manifestations of these issues. The focus of this report is twofold: (1) public experiences and sentiments about the local electric utility; and (2) public reasoning about nuclear energy, including analysis of the impact of Three-Mile Island. Data for this report come mainly from telephone surveys of citizensmore » of Austin, Texas. Austin is a prosperous, rapidly growing sunbelt city, with a municipally owned electric utility and a recent history of public controversy surrounding the utility, rising electric rates, and related municipal policies. The fact that Austin has unusually high electric rates, combined with a newly adopted peak seasonal rate structure which results in higher summer rates, makes it a forerunner for conditions that may soon be experienced by other cities in this country. Also, Austin voted on April 7, 1979, ten days after the Three-Mile Island accident, in favor (53% majority) of a bond proposition to raise $160 million to maintain the city's 16% share in the Mammoth South Texas Nuclear Project (STNP). 13 references, 20 tables, 3 figures.« less
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                    Research was designed to give additional insight into the public policy process. Specifically, the focus of the study was on environmental public policy and the assumed relationship between public opinion on environmental issues and environmental legislation. A secondary emphasis of the research was to review environmental quality and consider the environmental quality as a function of legislative and regulatory impact. The study was restricted to the state of North Carolina and used a public opinion survey, legislative record review, and environmental quality data as the primary indicators. The results of the study showed that (a) citizens in North Carolina havemore » a high degree of concern and personal responsibility for environmental issues, (b) a significant volume of environmental legislation is introduced and ratified in the state`s General Assembly, and (c) the state`s environmental quality has improved or held its level of quality over the past 5 to 20 years.« less

                        
                            
                            
                    

                    

                

            
        		
    
                                        
                                    
                                        	
            



                    Investigation of Public Discourse Methods in Energy Policy Decision-Making: A Summary of What You Told Us and What We Learned
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                            DeShazo, Eileen; Freemuth, John; Giannini, Tina; ... 
                            

                    The ground is littered with projects that failed because of strong public opposition, including natural gas and coal power plants proposed in Idaho over the past several years. This joint project , of the Idaho National Laboratory, Boise State University, Idaho State University and University of Idaho has aimed to add to the tool box to reduce project risk through encouraging the public to engage in more critical thought and be more actively involved in public or social issues. Early in a project, project managers and decision-makers can talk with no one, pro and con stakeholder groups, or members ofmore » the public. Experience has shown that talking with no one outside of the project incurs high risk because opposition stakeholders have many means to stop most (if not all) energy projects. Talking with organized stakeholder groups provides some risk reduction from mutual learning, but organized groups tend not to change positions except under conditions of a negotiated settlement. Achieving a negotiated settlement may be impossible. Furthermore, opposition often arises outside pre-existing groups. Standard public polling provides some information but does not reveal underlying motivations, intensity of attitudes, etc. Improved methods are needed that probe deeper into stakeholder (organized groups and members of the public) values and beliefs (sometimes called /heuristics) to increase the potential for change of opinions and/or out-of-box solutions. The term “heuristics” refers to the mental short-cuts, underlying beliefs, and paradigms that everyone uses to filter and interpret information, to interpret what is around us, and to guide our actions and decisions. This document is the final report of a 3-year effort to test different public discourse methods in the subject area of energy policy decision-making. We analyzed 504 mail-in surveys and 80 participants in groups on the Boise State University campus for their preference, financial support, and evaluations of eight attributes for energy conservation and efficiency, fossil fuels, nuclear energy, hydropower, and renewable energy. All participants saw a 7-person diverse energy expert panel. Some participants attended deliberation sessions; some received a 35-page briefing document that included pros and cons of the different energy options.« less
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