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To mark the occasion, and to look ahead to the future, the DOE and the National

Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences cosponsored a symposium in

May, Entitled “Serving Science and Society into the New Millennium: The Legacy and

the Promise of DOE’s Biological and Environmental Program,” it both celebrated the

past and looked optimistically to the future. This booklet likewise commemorates five

decades of contributions to science and society-and concludes with a view to the years

ahead. But the following pages merely hint at the wealth of achievements that have

emerged from the BER program. An exhaustive chronicle of those achievements would,

in fact, exhaust any readez Therefore, despite the lurking risk of omitting even some of

the most important accomplishments, our intent has been to offer a representative selec-

tion, telling in the process a coherent story of evolution and progress.

At the doorstep of the 21st century, the BER

program is now poised to continue this tradition of scientific advancement. We invite you

to follow our progress at www.er.doe.govlproductionloberl.

Ari Patrinos

Associate Director of Energy R’esearch

for the Office of Biological and

Environmental Research
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