The Atomic Bomb and American Strategy

about” August 3, or as soon as weather permitted.”
The 509th was ready. Tests with dummies had been
conducted successfully, and Operation Bronx, which
brought the gun and uranium-235 projectile to Ti-
nian aboard the U.S.S. Indianapolis and the other

components on three C-54s, was complete. On

July 26 the United States learned of Churchill’s elec-
toral defeat and Chiang Kai-Shek’s concurrence in
the warning to Japan. Within hours the warning
was issued in the name of the President of the
United States, the president of China, and the prime
minister of Great Britain (now Clement Attlee). The
Russians were not informed in advance. This pro-
cedure was technically correct since the Russians

were not at war with Japan, but it was another in-
dication of the new American attitude that the

Soviet Union's aid in the present conflict no longer
was needed. The message called for the Japanese to
surrender unconditionally or face "prompt and utter
destruction,”>® The Potsdam Proclamation left the
emperor’s status unclear by making no reference to
the royal house in the section that promised the
Japanese that they could design their new govern-
ment as Jong as it was peaceful and more
democratic. While anti-war sentiment was growing
in Japanese decision-making circles, it could not
carry the day as long as unconditional surrender left
the emperor’s position in jeopardy. The Japanese re-
jected the offer on July 29.

Intercepted messages between Tokyo and Moscow
revealed that the Japanese wanted to surrender but
felt they could not accept the terms offered in the
Potsdam Proclamation. American policy makers,
however, anxious to end the war without commit-
ting American servicemen to an invasion of the
Japanese homeland, were not inclined to undertake
revisions of the unconditional surrender formula and
cause further delay. A Russian declaration of war
might convince Japan to surrender, but it carried a
potentially prohibitive price tag as Stalin would ex-
pect to share in the postwar administration of
Japan, a situation that would threaten American
plans in the Far East. A blockade of Japan combin-
ed with conventional bombing was rejected as too
time-consuming and an invasion of the islands as
too costly. And few believed that a demonstration
of the atomic bomb would convince the Japanese to
give up. Primarily upon these grounds, American
policy makers concluded that the atomic bomb must
be used. Information that Hiroshima might be the
only prime target city without American prisoners in
the vicinity placed it first on the list. As the final

touches were put on the message Truman would
issue after the attack, word came that the first bomb
could be dropped as early as August 1. With the
end now in sight, poor weather led to several days’
delay.

Hiroshima

In the early morning hours of August 6, 1945, a
B-29 bomber attached to the 590th Composite
Group took off from Tinian Island and headed
north by northwest toward the Japanese Islands
over 1,500 miles away. Its primary target was
Hiroshima, an important military and communica-
tions center with a population of nearly 300,000
located in the deltas of southwestern Honshu Island
facing the Inland Sea. The Enola Gay, piloted by
Colonel Paul Tibbets, flew at low altitude on
automatic pilot before climbing to 31,000 feet as it
neared the target area. As the observation and
photography escorts dropped back, the Enola Gay
released a 9,700-pound uranium bomb, nicknamed
Little Boy, at approximately 8:15 a.m. Hiroshima
time. Tibbets immediately dove away to avoid the
anticipated shockwaves of the blast. Forty-three
seconds later a huge explosion lit the morning sky as
Little Boy detonated 1900 feet above the city, direct-
ly over a parade field where the Japanese Second
Army was doing calisthenics. Though already eleven
and a half miles away, the Enola Gay was rocked
by the blast. At first Tibbets thought he was taking
flak. After a second shockwave hit the plane, the
crew looked back at Hiroshima. ““The city was hid-
den by that awful cloud. . . boiling up, mushroom-
ing, terrible and incredibly tall,”> Tibbets recalled.>?
Little Boy killed 70,000 people (including about
twenty American airmen being held as POWs) and
injured another 70,000. By the end of 1945, the
Hiroshima death toii rose to 140,000 as radiation-
sickness deaths mounted. Five years later the total
reached 200,000. The bomb caused total devastation
for five square miles, with almost all of the
buildings in the city either destroyed or damaged.

Within hours of the attack, radio stations began
reading a prepared statement from President Harry
Truman informing the American public that the
United States had dropped an entirely new type of
bomb on the Japanese city of Hiroshima—an
atomic bomb with more power than 15,000 tons of
TNT.?® Truman warned that if Japan still refused to
surrender unconditionally as demanded by the
Potsdam Proclamation of July 26, the United States
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