
In the first two years of this program, our focus was on the

development of robust, classroom friendly modules that

can be presented in up to six classes at one time. This year
we will focus on disseminating this program to local, re-

gional, and national sites. During a week-long workshop in
July, 1995, we trained an additional thirteen high school
teachers, bringing our current number to twenty teachers at
thirteen schools. We have recruited local scientists to act as
mentors to each of the schools and provide classroom sup-
port. On the regional level, four of our teachers are from

outside the greater Seattle area and will be supported dur-
ing the classroom experiments by scientists in their region.
We have presented this program at national meetings and
workshops, including the Human Genome Teacher Net-
working Project Workshop in Kansas City, KS (June,

1995) and the meeting of the National Association of Biol-
ogy Teachers in Phoenix, AZ (October 1995). We have
also distributed our modules to teachers and scientists
throughout the nation to encourage the development of

similar programs. This year we will also develop and pilot
a module using automated sequencing. This will enable
distant schools to participate in the program by providing

them with the option of sending their DNA samples to the
UW genome center for electrophoresis .

While we hope the human genome sequencing experience
will interest some students in science careers, a broader
goal is to encourage high school students to think con-
structively and creatively about the implications of scien-
tific findings so that the coming generation of adults will
make judicious decisions affecting public policies.
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We propose to develop a newsletter on ELSI-related issues
for dissemination to a broad general audience of profes-
sionals and consumers. No such focussed public newsletter
currently exists. Entitled The Gene Letter, the newsletter
will be distributed monthly on-line, through the Internet.
Updated weekly on the Internet, it will be poised to react
in a timely fashion to new developments in science, law,
medicine, ethics, and culture. The newsletter does not pro-
pose to provide comprehensive education in genetics for

ELSI
. . . .

the American public, but rather to begin an information
net work that interested people can use for further informa-

tion. It will be the most widely-distributed newsletter on
ELSI genetics in the world, with the largest consumer

readership. Features will be largely informational and will
include new scientific/medical developments and attendant
ELSI issues, new court decisions, legislation, and regula-
tions, balanced responses to new concerns in the media,
and new developments related to health that may be of in-
terest to health care providers and consumers. Features
will present balanced opinions. An editorial board will re-

view each issue, prior to publication, for cultural sensitiv-
ity, emphasis, balance, and concerns of persons with dis-

abilities. The Gene Letter will also include factual infor-
mation on upcoming events, new ELSI research, where to
find genetics on the Internet, new publications (annotated),
and where to find further information about each feature.
Readers will be invited to send letters, queries, news, bibli-
ography, comments, and consumer concerns either on The

Gene Letter htemet chatroom or in hard copy. A hard
copy of the first on-line issue will be used to assess read-
ers’ needs and interests. It will be distributed to 500 com-

munity college students representing blue-collar ethnic
groups, and to 2000 members of a broad general audience.

A special evaluation of readers’ knowledge and ethical/

social concerns raised by The Gene Letter will take place
at the end of the second year in order to assess outcome. It
is our intention that The Gene Letter become self-support-
ing after two years.
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The DNA Files is a series of nationally distributed public
radio programs furthering public education on develop-
ments in genetic science. Program content is guided by a
distinguished body of advisors and will include the voices
of prominent genetic researchers, people affected by ad-
vances in the clinical application of genetic medicine,
members of the biotech industry, and others from related
fields. They will provide real-life examples of the complex
social and ethical issues associated with new discoveries in
genetics. In addition to the general public radio audience,
the series will target educators, scientists, and involved
professionals. Ancillary educational materials will be dis-
tributed in paper and digital form through over two dozen
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