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Of some 100,000 human genes, only a few thousand have
been cloned, mapped or sequenced so far. Much less is

known about other chromosomal regions such as those
involved in DNA replication, chromatin packaging, and

chromosome segregation. Construction of detailed physi-

caJ maps is only the first step in localizing, identifying and

determining the function of genetic units in human cells.
Studying human gene function and regulation of other
critical genomic regions that span hundreds of kilobase
pairs of DNA requires the ability to clone an entire func-
tional unit as a single DNA fragment and transfer it stably
into human cells.

We have developed a human artificial episomal chromo-
some (HAEC) system based on latent replication origin of
the large herpes Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) for the propaga-
tion and stable maintenance of DNA as circular

minichromosomes in human cells.[1 ,2] Individual HAECS

carried human genomic inserts ranging from 60 to 330 kb
and appeared genetically stable. An HAEC library of 1500
independent clones carrying random human genomic frag-
ments with average sizes of 150 to 200 kb was established

and allowed recovery of the HAEC DNA. This autologous
HAEC system with human DNA segments directly cloned
in human cells provides an important tool for functional
study of large mammalian DNA regions and gene
therapy. [3,4]

Current efforts are focused on (a) shuttling large BAC/
PAC genomic inserts in human and rodent cells and (b)

packaging BAC/PAC/HAEC clones as large infectious
Herpes Viruses for shuttling genomic inserts between

mammalian cells and (c) constructing bacterial-based hu-
man and rodent HAEC libraries. (a) We have designed a

“pop-in” vector, which can be inserted into current
BAC-or PAC-based clone via site-specific integration.
This “CRE-LOXP’’-mediated system has been used to es-

tablish BAC/PAC up to 250 kb in size in human cells as
HAECS. (b) We have obtained packaging of 160-180 kb

exogenous DNA into infectious virions using the human
lymphotropic Epstein-Barr virus. After delivery into hu-

man beta-lymphoblasts cells the HAEC DNA was stably

established as 160-180 kb functional autonomously repli-
cating episomes.[5,7] We have also generated a hybrid
BAC/HAEC vector, which can shuttle large DNA inserts,

i.e., at least up to 260 kb, between bacteria and human

cells. Such a system is being used to develop large insert
libraries, whose clones can be directly transferred into hu-

man or rodent cells for functional analysis. These

HAEC-derived systems will provide useful molecular
tools to study large genetic units in humans and rodents,

and complement the functional interpretation of current
sequencing efforts.
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We are mapping a human chromosome 13q14 region fre-
quently lost at human blood malignancy cold B cell

chronic lymphocytic leukemia (BCLL). The final goal of
the project is to find putative oncosupressor gene lost in
the region at BCLL. We have constructed a cosmid contig
between D13S 1168 and D13S25 loci in the region. The
interval had been shown to be in the center of the B CLL

associated deletions. The contig consists of more than 100
cosmids from LANL human chromosome 13 specific
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