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DOE OBER Mission

T
he Human Genome Program
was conceived in 1986asan
initiative within the DOE Of-
fice of Healthand Environ-
mental Research, which has

been renamed Office of Biological and
Environmental Research (OBER) (see
chart below). The program is administered
primarily through the OBER Health Ef-
fects and Life Sciences Research Division
(HELSRD), both directed by David A.
Smith until his retirement in January
1996. Marvin Frazier is now Director of
HELSRD, and OBER is led by Associ-
ate Director Aristides Patrinos, who also
serves as Human Genome Program
manager. Previous directors and manag-
ers are listed in the table below. OBER
is within the OffIce of Energy Research,
directed by Martha Krebs.

Basedon mandatesfrom Congress,
DOEOBER’Sprincipalmissionsare to
(1) develop the knowledge necessary to
identify, understand, and anticipate
long-term health and environmental
consequences of energy use and devel-
opment and (2) employ DOE’s unique
scientific and technological capabilities
in solving major scientific problems in
medicine, biology, and the environment.

Genome integrity and radiation biology
have been a long-term concern of
OBER at DOE and its predecessors—
the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC)
and the Energy Research and Develop-
ment Administration (ERDA). In the
United States, the fust federal support
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See Appendix A, p. 73, for
information on Human

Genome Project history,
including enabling
legislation.
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