Momentum from the Lunar Race 71

Requests for press credentials for Apollo 13 also are sharply lower than
on previous flights. ...

The RTG program followed through on its commitments to complete the
Apollo mission series. But the momentum and national spirit of the halcyon
days of the race for a manned lunar landing were never recaptured. The NASA
plans for post-Apollo spectaculars—particularly manned missions, to other
planets or for further lunar explorations—foundered in the budget crunch of
the 1970s. Still, the RTG program found ways to maintain modest momentum
of its own even as other aspects of the space-nuclear effort at the AEC faltered.
If there were no more Apollo supermissions to be served with power in space,
there were other spacecraft, with highly interesting space missions, that could
and would utilize the unique capabilities of isotopic power.




