24

In March, the Martin Company completed a comprehensive safety analysis
of the Transit generator, focusing on potential hazards that might result if
launch or re-entry failures were to occur. Martin concluded “that if the radio-
isotope generator considered is launched in the trajectory proposed for Transit
vehicles, it will not produce a significant radiation hazard.” *®

In April, there were impact tests against granite at the Aberdeen Proving
Ground to assess whether isotope containment would be maintained in the
event the core experienced a crash landing.®® That same month a hazards
analysis report was prepared by the Division of Licensing and Regulation . *°
Later in the month this report and the Martin final safety report were shared ata
joint meeting, attended by Navy, Air Force, DOD, and AEC personnel, where
agreement was reached on the responsibilities of the varicus agencies.*! In
May, Seaborg and his feliow commissioners undertook extensive efforts to
ensure the SNAP-3A’s launch would be approved. Commissioner John Graham,
Acting Chairman of the AEC, wrote to McNamara seeking his support and
urging him to intercede at the State Department with Chester Bowles, who had
expressed concern about the Transit trajectory over Cuba and South America. 2

Seaborg’s May 6 bi-weekly report to the president announced the AEC’s
approval of the SNAP-3 devices on pending Transit launches. His report urged
Space Council and presidential approval of the missions, citing the findings of
the hazards study that “any danger to the public is extremely unlikely.”
Seaborg told the president: “I call this to your attention since this first application
of a nuclear auxiliary power source in space is likely to have a wide public
impact.” He then outlined the suggested procedures for a joint submission of
the proposed plan by AEC and DOD to the Space Council for review. Were
that not feasible, he said, a meeting could be arranged with Secretary McNa-
mara, Secretary Rusk, and himself. Seaborg concluded: “It may be necessary
to present the matter to you directly for your approval.”’ 43

In spite of Seaborg’s efforts, the plan for a SNAP-3 demonstration on the
forthcoming Transit launch was rejected by the National Aeronautics and
Space Council, primarily because of objections from the Department of State.
The Department of Defense, however, reassured Seaborg that it expected
“provision will be made for a SNAP unit to be included in the next TRANSIT
shot after the one scheduled in June.”*

Reporters were quick to pick up on high-level government concern over



