
stimulated by successful Seed
Money projects, has been prolific.
Dver 500 presentations have been
made at technical conferences
describing the results of Seed
Money projects and their follow-
~n work. Over 400 manuscripts
have been submitted for publica-
tion. Patents stemming from Seed
Money research now number 11.

Research stimulated by the Seed
Money results has produced 12 of
the Laboratory’s 46 IR-1OOAwards.
These awards are conferred an-
nualIy by Research & Develop-
ment magazine (formerly /ndustria/
Research) upon the year’s top 100
developments selected by experts
from industry and academia. The
IR-100 Awards recognize innova-
tions in basic science that are
likely to lead to inventions of
great practical and economic
value.

This report highlights 12 accom-
plishments of the Seed Money
program. Each is a story of suc-
cess. Their presentation here
serves a number of purposes. One
is to foster an appreciation for the
work itself, for the difficulties en-
countered, and for the ingenious
means by which problems were
overcome. A second is to convey
an understanding of the process
of basic and applied research and
of the environment in which it
thrives, for therein lies the root of
our technological advances and a
source of future economic growth.
A third is to increase awareness
of the benefits of research, espe-
cially as the seemingly arcane
discoveries of science become
transformed into practical applica-
tions clearly appreciated by the
public at large.

Finally, this collection serves as
an illustration of how a relatively
small amount of discretionary
funding, combined with open
competition among top-quality
researchers, can be leveraged to
great advantage. The Seed Money
program has filled an important
niche in the process of innova-
tion, as the following stories
show.
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