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Dear Eric:

My recollection of Fermi’s remarks about “where everybody is” is as
follows:

At a luncheon in the Lodge which included just four people, Fermi, Teller,
Emil Konopinski and myself, Fermi said, virtually apropos of nothing:
“Don’t you ever wonder where everybody is?” Somehow (and perhaps it
was connected to the prior conversation in the way you describe, even
though I do not remember that) we all knew he meant extra-terrestrials.
He then followed up with a series of calculations on the probability
of earthlike planets, the probability of life given an earth, the
probability of humans given life, the likely rise and duration of high
technology, and so on. He concluded on the basis of such calculations
that we ought to have been visited long ago and many times over. As
I recall, he went on t& conclude that the reason we hadn’t been
visited might be that interstellar flight is impossible, or, if it
is possible, always judged to be not worth the effort, or technological
civilization doesn’t last long enough for it to happen. I am much
hazier about these last remarks so you should probably discount them.

The conversation was either in the summer of 1950, 1951 or 1952, very
probably 1951, and took place at a time when I was visiting LASL
in connection with the forthcoming Greenhouse tests (specifically
the George shot).
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