
fp.

25

tion of the uranium atoms under their neutron bombardment was proceed-

ing.

At 11:35 a.m., the counters were clicking rapidly. Then, with a loud

clap, the automatic control rods slammed home. The safety point had been

set too low.

It seemed a good time to eat lunch.

During lunch everyone was thinking about the experiment but nobody

talked much about it.

At 2:30, Weil pulled out the control rod in a series of measured adjust-

ments.

Shortly after, the intensity shown by the indicators began to rise at a

slow but ever-increasing rate. At this moment we knew that the self-sustaining

reaction was under way.

The event was not spectacular, no fuses burned, no lights flashed. But

to us it meant that release of atomic energy on a large scale would be only a

matter of time.

The further development of atomic erwgy during the next three years

of the war was, of course, focused on the main objective of producing an

ef feet ive weapon.

At the same time we all hoped that with the end of the war emphasis

would be shifted decidedly from the weapon to the peacefu I aspects of

atomic energy.
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