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First pile scientists at the University of Chicago on December 2, 1946, the fourth anni-
versary of their success. Back row, left to right, Norman Hilberry, Samuel Allison,
Thomas Brill, Robert G. Nobles, Warren Nyer, and Marvin Wilkening. Middle row,
Harold Agnew, William Sturm, Harold Lichtenberger, l.eona W. Marshall, and Leo
Szjlard. Front row, Enrico Fermi, Walter H. Zinn, Albert Wattenberg, and Herbert L.
Anderson, :

In about a minute he again computed the rate of rise. If the rate was
constant and remained so, he would know the reaction was self-sustaining.
His fingers operated the slide rule with lightning speed. Characteristically,
he turned the rule over and jotted down some figures on its ivory back.

Three minutes later he again computed the rate of rise in neutron
count. The group on the balcony had by now crowded in to get an eye on the
instruments, those behind craning their necks to be sure they would know the
very instant history was made. In the background could be heard Wilcox
Overbeck calling out the neutron count over an annunciator system. Leona
Marshall {the only girl present), Anderson, and William Sturm were record-
ing the readings from the instruments. By this time the click of the counters
was too fast for the human ear. The clickety-click was now a steady brryrr,
Fermi, unmoved, unruffied, continued his computations.
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