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CUtaway model of the first

pile in the Stagg Field racquets

court. The mechanism to with-

draw and insert the emergency

control rod ‘*Zip” is at center

right in the picture.

The West Stands of Stagg Field

in Chicago.

last layer of graphite and uranium bricks was placed on the pile. Zinn, who

remained, and Anderson made several measurements of the activity within

the pile. They were certain that when the control rods were withdrawn, the

pile would become self-sustaining. Both had agreed, however, that should

measurements indicate the reaction would become self-sustaining when the

rods were withdrawn, they would not start the pile operating until Fermi and

the rest of the group cou Id be present. Consequent y, the control rods were

locked and further work was postponed until the following day.

That night the word was passed to the men who had worked orI the pile

that the trial run was due the next morning.
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