Sketch of the first pile. Around itis a tent of balloon cloth fabric, prepared so that
the reactor could be sealed to minimize nonproductive loss of neutrons if necessary,
the tent was never used.,

of the 30- by 60-foot room, shrouded on all but one side by a gray balloon
cloth envelope, was a pile of black bricks and wooden timbers, square at the
bottom and a flattened sphere on top. Up to half of its height, its sides were
straight. The top half was domed, like a beehive. During the construction of
this crude appearing but complex pile (the name which has since been applied
to all such devices)? the standing joke among the scientists working on it was:
“If people could see what we're doing with a million-and-a-half of their
.dollars, they’d think we are crazy. If they knew why we are doing it, they'd
be sure we are.”’

In relation to the fabulous atomic bomb program, of which the Chicago
Pile experiment was a key part, the successful result reported on December
2nd formed one more piece for the jigsaw puzzle which was atomic energy.
Confirmation of the chain reactor studies was an inspiration to the leaders of
the bomb project, and reassuring at the same time, because the Army’s
Manhattan Engineer District had moved ahead on many fronts. Contract
negotiations were under way to build production-scale nuclear chain reactors,

4The term “pile,”” in use for the first few years of the atomic age, graduaily gave
way to “‘reactor’’ to identify the key device that controls the nuclear fission reaction.
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