
Introduction

America has the technological capacity to change its
energy future. There is no reason, for example, why

our nation must continue following a path of rising oil
imports when billions of barrels of crude oil remain in
domestic oil fields.

There is no reason why we cannot continue to use our
abundant supplies of high-value, low-cost coal when we
have the scientific know-how to remove virtually all of its
pollutants and reduce greenhouse gas emissions

There is no reason why we cannot turn increasingly to
clean-burning natural gas and tap the huge supplies we
know exist within our borders.

We remain a nation rich in the fuels that have powered
economic growth. Today 85 percent of the energy we use
to heat our homes and businesses, generate our
electricity, and fuel our vehicles comes from coal,
petroleum and natural gas.

As we move toward a new century, the contributions of
these fuels will grow. By 2015, the United States is likely
to require nearly 20 percent more energy than it uses
today, and fossil fuels are projected to supply almost
88 percent of the energy Americans will consume.

We have the scientific know-how to continue using our
fossil fuel wealth without fear of environmental damage
or skyrocketing costs. The key is technology - developing
cutting edge concepts that are beyond the private sector’s
current capabilities.

Some of the most important innovations in America’s
energy industry are the results of investments in the
Federal government’s fossil energy research and
development programs. Today, our air and water are
cleaner, our economy is stronger, and our industries are
more competitive in the global market because these
programs have produced results.

This booklet summarizes many of these achievements. It
isnotacomprehensive list by any means. Still, it provides
solid evidence that the taxpayers’ investment in
government fossil energy research has paid real and
measurable dividends,


