
PREFACE 

In the Fall of 1945 a course in Neutron Physics was given 
by Professor Fermi as part of the program of the Los Alamos 
University. The course consisted of thirty lectures most of 
which were gi.ven by Fermi. In his absence R. F. Christy and 
E. Segre gave several lectures. 

The present revision is based upon class notes prepared 
by I. Ealpern with some assistance by B. T. Feld and issued 
first as document LADC 255 and later with wider circulation 
as MDDC 320. 

flaving found the document most useful in teaching an intro- 
ductory course in nuclear physics, the author of the present 
revision felt that the material should be made more widely 
available, particularly to students of “pile engineering. ” 
To this end the notes issued as MDDC 320 have been revised 
and made available in this form for wider distribution. 

The principal revisions in the text consist of expanding 
some of the statements for clarity and adding sentences and 
footnotes for completeness. Problems have been numbered and 
grouped at the end of each chapter. Figures have been redrawn, 
and in a few cases new ones added. Occasionally additional 
material has been included which may not have been presented 
in the lectures. This has been done only where clarity de- 
manded more information and where the addition of recent . 
data inade the text more complete. 

The reviser was not privileged to attend the course on 
which these notes are based. It is his hope, however, that 
the revision will make available to a wider group of students 
the essential material given in what must have been an extreme Ly 
useful and informative course of lectures- 

-J. G. B. 
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