Figure 7. The earth from 22,000 miles in space. This weather picture of the
Western Hemisphere was transmitted by NASA s ATS-111 satellite from its
on-station position over the Brazilian equator.

We have covered much ground—actually, much space—in surveying
part of the role that nuclear energy might play in space. Why do we
embark upon such a huge and expensive venture? What will it mean to
us as individuals, as a nation, and to mankind? These are large questions,
but each of us, | am sure, ponders them from time to time. There are

no answers in detail, but | believe we can arrive at some general con-
clusions. _ o

There are, of course, the important needs of national defense, national
prestige, and widespread technological benefits that inevitably would
flow from such a magnificent venture. For example, consider the moon,
only one space body of the many that we shall undoubtedly explore
one day. The near-vacuum condition that is found naturally upon the
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